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SBU agents detain a suspect at the Yahodyn border crossing on June 6 


SBU foils terrorist 
attack in France 


Ukraine’s intelligence agency 
has thwarted a plot to attack the 
European Championship soccer 
tournament in France by arresting 
a heavily-armed Frenchman who 
wanted to cross into the European 
Union, officials said June 6, reports 
The Associated Press. 

The Ukrainian Security Service, 
or SBU, said it had followed the 
man since December and allowed 
him to purchase five machine- 
guns, two rocket-propelled grenade 
launchers, 125 kilograms of TNT, 
100 detonators and other weapons. 
He also bought 20 balaclavas be- 
fore he was arrested at the Yahodyn 
border crossing between Ukraine 
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and Poland last month, authorities 
said. 

The SBU “has managed to foil a 
series of 15 terrorist attacks which 
were planned to target France 
before and during” Euro 2016, 
said Vasyl Hrytsak, the security 
agency’s chief. 

The SBU didn’t identify the man 
but said the suspect wanted to pro- 
test against his government’s mi- 
gration policies and the spread of 
Islam. It said he planned attacks on 
bridges, railways and other infra- 
structure for Euro 2016. 

Extremist attacks are a major 
concern for French authorities as 
they prepare to host the month long 
tournament at stadiums in the Paris 
area and eight other cities from 
June 7 through July 10. Islamic 
State extremists have threatened 
France during the tournament, 
but authorities havent confirmed 
specific dangers. 

Ukraine’s _ intelligence 


to go public about the arrest after 
reports in international media, Hry- 
tsak told national television. 

French regional newspaper L’Est 
republicain identified the man as 
Gregoire Moutaux and. said’ inves- 
tigators raided his home in Nant-le- 
Petit near the eastern city of Nancy 
in late May: The source for the 
man’s identity wasn’t cited. French 
television network M6 reported 
that investigators found T-shirts of 
an extreme right group. 

However, the Paris prosecutor’s 
office, which handles terrorism 
Cases at a national level. said no in- 
vestigation had been opened yet. 

Ukrainian authorities released 
photos of а fair-haired man. with 
his face blurred, holding. various 
weapons, as well as a video of the 
arrest which showed SWAT of- 
ficers dragging the man out of a 
white minivan and putting him on 
the ground of what looked like a 
parking lot with his face down. 

The SBU said the Frenchman be- 
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Celebrating Kupalo 


Over 200 students performed at the Shumka School of Dance year-end concert entitled "Му Ukraine, My 
Canada” at the Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium in Edmonton, May 15. Pictured above: The Grades 6/7 
Intensive Division Students perform “At Ivana Kupala”’ by Anna Kanavets. For more see page 8 of this issue. 


Wildrose MLAs apologize for 
carbon-tax-Holodomor link 


By Marco Levytsky 

Nine Wildrose MLAs and their 
leader have “unreservedly” apolo- 
gized for a blog which linked the 
Holodomor with Alberta’s рго- 
posed carbon tax. 

In the original version of the 
blog, Rick Strankman, Grant 
Hunter, Dave Schneider, Wes Tay- 
lor, Ron Orr, Mark Smith, Dave 
Hanson, Don MacIntyre and Drew 
Barnes argued that the carbon tax 
reduces the incentive to produce, 
citing American economist Thom- 
as Sowell as stating when such in- 
centives are removed, the results 
can be disastrous. 

“Sowell points out how the early 
settlers to North America con- 
sidered all lands to be common 
property with no incentive for an 
individual to produce, the results 
of which were disastrous to their 
survival. The same situation exist- 
ed in Russia (sic) during the 1930s 
resulting in the starvation of nearly 
six million. people that lived on 
some of the most fertile land on the 
planet,” they stated. 

This aroused a storm of protest 
on social media with many people 
pointing out the Holodomor did not 
come about because Ukrainians 
had no incentive to produce, but 
because Soviet authorities confis- 
cated their food supplies in an act 
of genocide. | 

Deron Віїоц5, Minister of Eco- 
nomic Development and Trade, 


Deputy Government House Leader 
and MLA for Edmonton-Clareview 
issued a statement demanding an 
apology. 

“Trivializing this genocide sets 
back Albertans’ efforts to recog- 
nize and honour the survivors of 
the Holodomor. 

“The nine Wildrose MLAs need to 
apologize to people of Ukrainian de- 
scent. Changing the wording of their 
post is not enough. І also expect their 
leader, Brian Jean, to denounce the 
actions of his colleagues. 

“The Holodomor took the lives of 
millions of women, men and chil- 
dren. More than 300,000 Albertans 
are survivors of the Holodomor or 
are descendants of those who suf- 
fered. This act of atrocity has re- 
ceived slow recognition throughout 
the world. Only now, governments 
are finally acknowledging the depth 
of suffering this caused. 

“When the Holodomor is used in 
such a callous way, without recog- 
nizing the pain this causes people 
of Ukrainian descent throughout 
the world and at home, we all have 
a responsibility to stand up and say 
it is not acceptable,” said Bilous, 
who is of Ukrainian origin. 

In a little over an hour after 
Ukrainian News emailed Bilous’ 
statement to Wildrose Leader Bri- 
an Jean’s office asking for his com- 
ment, Samantha Johnston, Deputy 
Director of Communications and 
Press Secretary, for the party re- 


plied on behalf of the nine MLAs 
stating: 

“The Holodomor was an atro- 
cious and intentional act that saw 
the deaths of millions upon mil- 
lions of Ukrainians. 

“Any interpretation of the col- 
umn collaborated on by the nine 
Wildrose MLAs as dismissing the 
Holodomor as a horrendous act 
was completely unintentional, and 
we unreservedly apologize. 

“Out of an abundance of caution 
and respect for Ukrainian Alber- 
tans, the post was removed and a 
revised version has been posted.” 

The following day, Jean himself 
emailed a letter to Olesia Luciw- 
Andryjowyez, President of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress - A]- 
berta Provincial Council, stating: 

ЗТ would like to thank you for the 
opportunity to speak with you to- 
day to provide my unreserved apol- 
ogy to yourself and all members of 
Ukrainian-Canadian community 
on behalf of the Wildrose caucus. 

“A column collaborated on by 
members of the Wildrose caucus had 
some clumsy and unclear phrasing 
which failed to clearly articulate that 
the Holodomor was an intentional 
and deliberate act of a government 
to kill Ukrainians who stood in the 
way of a totalitarian ideology. 

“The Holodomor was an atro- 
cious act of genocide that led to 
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Росія на сході України системно 


випробовує нову 


(Радіо Свобода) -Секретар Ради національної 
безпеки і оборони України Олександр Турчи- 
нов заявив, що Росія на сході України системно 
випробовує нову зброю. 

«Ми бачимо, як Росія щоденно прицільно 
обстрілює українські 1 позиції, при цьому 
використовує нову зброю та відпрацьовує нові 
прийоми ведення бою, повністю ігноруючи базові 
позиції Мінських угод», - заявив він у перебігу 
зустрічі в Києві з головою Сейму Литви Лоретою 
Граужинєне, 30 травня. 

Турчинов попередив, що небезпечні тенденції, 
які спостерігаються у травні, «можуть перерости 
у повномасштабні воєнні дії», повідомляє пресова 
служба РНБО. 

«Тому, - наголосив він, - ми змушені готуватися 
до адекватної відповіді на дії Росії. Сподіваємось, 
що наші стратегічні партнери не будуть лише 
спостерігати за загостренням ситуації». 

Як мовиться в повідомленні, під час обговорен- 
ня ситуації на сході України секретар РНБО наго- 
лосив, що європейські країни в контексті пошуку 
мирного врегулювання ситуації на Донбасі ма- 


зброю: Турчинов 


ють чітко розуміти, що «Росія - не третя сторона, 
а агресор». «Це з їхньої зброї ведеться вогонь на 
сході, це їхні солдати вбивають українців, це вони 
розв'язали війну», - наголосив він. 

Співрозмовники констатували, що «поки Росія 
продовжує агресивні дії та окупацію части- 
ни української території, зокрема, Автономної 
Республіки Крим, треба не скасовувати, а посилю- 
вати санкції», повідомили в РНБО. 

Останніми днями становище на багатьох 
відтинках лінії фронту на частині українського 
Донбасу різко загострилося. Зокрема, значно зрос- 
ло число обстрілів українських позицій із важкої 
зброї, що мала бути давно відведена за Мінськими 
домовленостями про врегулювання в регіоні. 
Українські військові, що перебувають на передовій, 
повідомляють у соцмережах, що обстріли останніх 
днів ведуться значно професійніше, ніж звично, 
з застосуванням усіх правил артилерійської нау- 
ки. У соцмережах висловлюють припущення, що 
замість місцевих сепаратистів за обстріли взялися 
злагоджені підрозділи Збройних сил Росії. 


Компенсація за війну: чи можна 
відсудити в Росії гроші? 


Павло Казарін і Владислав Ленцев, 
Радіо Свобода 

30 травня Голосіївський районний суд Києва 
наклав арешт на 3 мільярди доларів російського 
кредиту, який екс-президент Віктор Янукович узяв 
2013 року. Таке рішення суд ухвалив, щоб забез- 
печити позов вимушеної переселенки з Лугансь- 
ка Грини Верігіної про компенсацію моральної 
й матеріальної шкоди, заподіяної їй у результаті 
збройної агресії Росії. Уряду України, Державному 
казначейству й Національному банку тепер забо- 
ронено проводити будь-які платежі за російським 
боргом. 

У вечірньому ефірі Радіо Крим.Реалії розбира- 
лися, чи варто постраждалим від анексії Криму й 
військових дій на сході України подавати подібні 
позови проти Росії. 

Голова громадської організації «Сила права» 
Андрій Сенченко стверджує, що за компенсаціями 
від агресора вже вишикувалася черга, і відновити 
справедливість навіть за рахунок міждержавного 
боргу цілком можливо. 

«Наша організація He зд просто / допомогла 
позивачці Ірині Верігіній, а розробила стратегію, 
що дозволяє іншим українським  громадя- 
нам також отримати компенсації за збиток від 
російської агресії. За нашою інформацією, за- 
раз у судах перебувають тисячі подібних справ. 
Звісно, з'ясовувати, куди поділися самі гроші, 


зайняті в Росії Віктором Януковичем, повинні 
правоохоронні органи. Але і тим, і іншим держава 
повинна займатися! І особливо - супроводжувати 
позови про агресію Росії не тільки для простих 
громадян, а й для підприємців. Мало хто про це 
пам'ятає, але між Україною й Росією досі діє угода 
про взаємне визнання рішень судів, яке зобов'язує 
сторони виконувати ці рішення», - каже Сенченко. 

А ось завідувач сектором Інституту законо- 
давства Верховної Ради України Борис Бабин 
вважає, що сподіватися на забезпечення позовів чи 
компенсацію за рахунок російського кредиту все- 
риоз не варто. 

«Вимагати абстрактну компенсацію, нехай 
навіть за рахунок боргу, - це шлях у нікуди. Судове 
рішення завжди має бути направлене на конкрет- 
не майно. Наприклад, логічно було б заарештувати 
майно Росії в Україні 1 за його рахунок забезпечу- 
вати позови. В такому випадку якась інша країна 
може теж виконати рішення українського суду 
й заарештувати російське майно в себе. Звісно, 
можна йти і до Європейського суду з прав люди- 
ни, 1 тоді справу розглядатимуть через призму по- 
рушення прав позивача. Тому те рішення, яке ми 
обтоворюємо, непрактичне: воно напевно зручно 
для держави, але для позивачки мало до чого може 
призвести. Щоб Росія пішла на поступки перед 
українським судом - на мій погляд, це утопія», — 
каже Бабич. 


Україна поряд зі США. Їх вважають 
своїми найбільшими ворогами росіяни 


Олена Матусова, Радіо Свобода 

Російський соціологічний | «Левада-центр» 
опублікував результати опитування, яке стосува- 
лося недружньо налаштованих до Росії країн. На 
перше місце опитані росіяни поставили Сполучені 
Штати Америки, на другому місці Україна. Ек- 
сперти не здивовані таким результатом. Про це 
вони розповіли Радіо Свобода. 

Опитування «Левада-центр» провів минулими 
вихідними. Загалом у ньому взяли участь 1600 осіб 
по всій Росії. Питання було таке: «Назвіть 5 країн, 
які вороже 1 недружньо налаштовані щодо Росії?». 
На першому місці опинилися США (72%), на друго- 
му - Україна (48%), на третьому - Туреччина (29%). 

Соціолог «Левада центру» Денис Вол- 
ков зазначає, що в момент початку російсько- 
українського конфлікту в 2014 році тільки 30% 
росіян вважали Україну вороже налаштованою 
щодо Росії. Волков вважає, що російська пропа- 
ганда зіграла свою негативну роль. 

«Тут нічого дивного немає. У 2014 році Україна 
посіла друге місце, тоді було тільки 30%. Для 
масової російської свідомості ця історія розгор- 
талася дуже повільно. Досі більшість вважає, що 
війни між Росією й Україною немає. Але, тим не 
менше, накопичуються протиріччя, взаємні до- 


кори, які по телевізору постійно показують», - 
зауважує Волков. 

За словами соціолога, ще в 2008 році, після того, 
як Віктор Ющенко підтримав Грузію у російсько- 
грузинському конфлікті, це позначилося Ha 
ставленні росіян до України. 

Директор центру українських досліджень 
інституту Європи РАН, політолог Віктор Миро- 
ненко в інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода зазначив, що ста- 
виться з недовірою до соціологічних опитувань, 
але в цьому випадку вважає, що результат, на жаль, 
відображає реальне ставлення росіян до інших 
країн 1, зокрема, до України. На думку Віктора Ми- 
роненка, почалося все аж ніяк не в 2014 році, 1 не 
в 2008-у, а на початку двохтисячних, принаймні з 
часів Помаранчевої революції. 

«Я вважаю, що це абсолютно закономірний 
наслідок тієї пропаганди, яка ведеться в Росії дуже 
давно, - каже він. - На жаль, приблизно така ж 
ситуація і в Україні. Я весь час попереджав і звер- 
тався до друзів в Україні, бо я розумію, що треба 3a- 
хищатись якось від цієї пропаганди, але ні в якому 
випадку не йти тим шляхом, яким пішли російські 
ЗМІ. Дуже сумно, коли дві країни, два такі народи, 
як росіяни i українці, бачать себе ворогом, ну якщо 
не першого ступеня, то другого ступеня». 
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Grade 12 students from Michael Power/ St. Joseph High School and Holodomor Awareness Tour representatives gather before partaking in the Holodomor National Awareness Tour. 


Ontario Premier joins Holodomor National Awareness Tour 


(UkrNews}—Ontario Premier Kathleen 
Wynne joined Yvan Baker, MPP for Etobi- 
coke Centre for a stop on the Holodomor 
National Awareness Tour at Michael Power/ 
St. Joseph High School in Etobicoke, June 2, 
reports Baker’s office. 

The Holodomor National Awareness Tour 
is a state-of-the-art mobile learning space. 
Created by the Canada-Ukraine Foundation, 
and supported by the Government of Can- 
ada and the Governments of Ontario and 
Manitoba this classroom helps raise aware- 
ness of the Holodomor — a genocide-famine 
engineered by the Soviet Union led by Jo- 
seph Stalin that starved to death millions of 
Ukrainians between 1932 101933. 

MPP Baker worked closely with the provin- 


cial government to secure $750,000 in 2015 to 
support the creation of the Holodomor Mobile 
Classroom. During the visit he expressed his 
excitement that the Premier was getting the 
chance to see the result of that investment. 

While at Michael Power/St. Joseph High 
School Premier Wynne also took the oppor- 
tunity to surprise students by coming over 
the airwaves as an unexpected guest during 
morning announcements. 

The Premier met with Nadia Guerrara’s 
grade 12 World Issues students to discuss 
the importance of multiculturalism, divers- 
ity and acceptance in every aspect of soci- 
ety. The students were well prepared for the 
discussion having recently presented their 
artwork inspired by George Orwell’s Animal 


Wildrose MLAs apologize for 
carbon-tax-Holodomor link 
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the deaths of millions of Ukrainians. It will 
forever haunt the survivors of the Holodomor 
and the hundreds of thousands of Albertans of 
Ukrainian descent who are their descendants. 

“It was entirely inappropriate to suggest 
that the Holodomor had any relationship to 
any actions in Canada. The inadvertent sug- 
gestion that the Holodomor might have been 
anything but an act of genocide committed 
against the Ukrainian people was inappropri- 
ate, and for this I apologize on behalf of my 
caucus. 

“Please accept that the poor phrasing in 
the column in no way reflects our under- 
standing of and horror at the Holodomor.” 

Luciw-Andryjowyez told Ukrainian News 
she spoke to Jean earlier that day and indi- 
cated the Ukrainian community was looking 
for a formal apology. 

“indicated we were dishonored and 
disappointed. To link a carbon levy to the 
Holodomor imposed by Russia on Ukraine 
is rather naive and inconsiderate. Knowing 
that Ukraine has been invaded by their ag- 
gressor once again makes this analogy even 
more damaging. The carbon levy may hurt 
but it will never devastate the people of Al- 
berta as the Holodomor did in Ukraine with 
starving out more than the 6 million people,” 
she said adding she also requested a public 
apology in the Legislative Assembly. 

That came on June 6 as representatives of 
all three major parties weighed in on the con- 
troversy. 

Speaking for the governing New Democrats 
Erin Babcock, MLA for Stony Plain, said 
“when people hear such hurtful and obvious- 
ly wrong statements by elected officials, 
they question the motives of us all. That is 
why І want to be on record today to say that 
I deplore what happened last week. When 


members of this House apologize, we accept 
those apologies at face value, but their sin- 
cerity will be judged on their future actions 
and whether they have learned anything 
from putting such bizarre, hurtful, and sim- 
ply wrong comments on the public record.” 

David B Hanson, Official Opposition 
Deputy House Leader and Wildrose MLA 
for Lac La Biche-St. Paul-Two Hills, who is 
himself of Ukrainian origin and one of the 
authors of the blog, apologized unreservedly. 

“Recently a column went out with my 
name on it that inadvertently made light of 
not just my history but the story of Albertans 
of Ukrainian heritage across this province. 
This was wrong, and I speak for all members 
involved. We apologize unreservedly for this 
post. We believe that for any political party 
to try and push an agenda or an attack using 
the tragedy of the Ukrainian people in the 
Holodomor is deplorable. Our caucus hon- 
ours the victims of the Holodomor genocide 
and stands firmly with the people of the 
Ukraine as they continue to work against 
forces who object to their freedom both to- 
day and always,” he said. 

Dr. Richard Starke, Progressive Conserva- 
tive MLA for Vermilion-Lloydminster said: 
“The suggestion that the Holodomor or 
the other atrocities carried out on innocent 
people living in Ukraine are somehow relat- 
ed to a bill that we are debating is an outrage. 
It insults the memory of those who died, it 
insults the suffering of those who survived, 
and it insults the efforts of those who have 
sought to educate our people on this dark and 
detestable chapter of human history. To sug- 
gest that the Holodomor was somehow the 
fault of the victims is shocking in its inaccur- 
acy and disrespect. To make that suggestion 
for political gain is heinous.” 

The full transcript of the June 6 exchange 
in the Legislature is on page 7 of this issue. 


Farm — a satire of the Soviet Union under 
Stalin rule — at Metro Hall. Their exhibit 
explored the fragility of democracy through 
what they learned about the Holodomor. 

Nadia Guerrara teaches a Canadian and 
World Issues Class at Michael Power/St. Jo- 
seph High School and developed the Orwell 
Art program to teach about the fragility of 
democracy and the role of civic engagement 
in safeguarding it around the world. Cur- 
rently she is working with the Holodomor 
National Awareness Tour to bring the Orwell 
Art unit to a broader audience as part of the 
next lesson developed for the Holodomor 
Mobile Classroom. 

To book the Holodomor Mobile Class- 
room please contact the Holodomor National 


Awareness Tour. 

“The Holodomor was a horrific man-made 
famine that killed millions of Ukrainian 
people. It is an atrocity that we must never 
forget. The Holodomor National Awareness 
Tour is an immersive and educational way 
for students of all ages to learn about the 
genocide, hear survivors’ stories and reflect 
on the importance of multiculturalism, toler- 
ance and diversity in Canada and around the 
world. We have a responsibility to remem- 
ber the horrible acts inflicted on the Ukrain- 
ian people, as we vow to never let atrocities 
like these happen again. Together, we must 
remain vigilant in our fight against hate and 
violence, as we build an Ontario free from 
discrimination,” said Wynne. 
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Після Савченко очікують 


ще більше 


У російських в'язницях 


полонених 


утримують 31 громадян 


України, 114 на Донбасі, 665 - зникли безвісти 


Тетяна Ярмощук, Радіо Свобода 

Обмін полоненими є одним із питань, запла- 
нованих для обговорення під час переговорів 
Тристоронньої контактної групи, які відбудуться у 
Мінську | червня, повідомив представник України 
у групі, колишній президент України Леонід Куч- 
ма. Між тим, після звільнення Надії Савченко, У 
Росії продовжують утримувати за гратами що- 
найменше 31 громадянина України. I це, зазна- 
чають правозахисники, лише ті, кого затримали 
i ув'язнили за політичними мотивами. Окрім 
них у полоні підтримуваних Росією сепаратистів 
залишається понад 100 українців, ще 665 вважа- 
ють зниклими безвісти. 

26-річний кримчанин Геннадій Афанасьєв, за- 
суджений у Росії до семи років ув'язнення за так 
званою справою «терористів групи Сенцова». В 
ув'язненні він перебуває понад 2 роки - його за- 
тримали 9 травня 2014 року. 

«Наразі Гена, як і всі в'язні перебуває у стані 
тривоги. Вони бачать, що звільнили Надю Савчен- 
ко, радіють за неї, але також тривожаться за себе 
та своїх товаришів, які перебувають у російських 
в'язницях», - говорить Радіо Свобода мати 
Геннадія Афанасьєва - Ольга. 

Зважаючи на сурові умови утримання, каже 
мати, їй дозволяють лише короткотермінові 
зустрічі з сином раз у півроку - востаннє бачила 
його 18 травня. 

«Приїхала просто підтримати сина, оскільки бук- 
вально два тижні тому його перевели до слідчого 
ізолятора «Лефортово». Для нього незрозуміло, 
для чого його перевели, і як далі просуватиметься 
справа», - зазначає вона. 


Ольга Афанасьєва 4 висловлює сподівання, 
що скоро її син повернеться, так само як і інші 
утримувані у Росії. = 


«Зараз українська влада робить достатньо ба- 
гато, вони докладають максимум зусиль, щоб всі 
вийшли на волю. Можливо, якби вони робили це 
раніше, було б краще, але вже є те, що є», - каже 
Ольга Афанасьєва. 

Президент України Петро Порошенко в інтерв'ю 
телеканалу «Інтер» повідомив, що з Росією існує 
попередня домовленість про можливість повер- 
нення додому засуджених у Росії громадян України 
Геннадія Афанасьєва і 74-річного Юрія Солошен- 
ка, якого у Росії звинуватили у шпигунстві і засу- 
дили до 6 років ув'язнення. 

«Я далекий від того, щоб зараз давати будь-які 
дати чи називати багато прізвищ. Можу сказати 
тільки, що, за попередньою домовленістю, ми мо- 
жемо розраховувати на повернення Афанасьєва й 
Солошенка», - сказав Порошенко. 

У Росії речник президента Дмитро Пєсков за- 
являв, що між Москвою і Києвом обговорюється 
тема повернення до України її громадян, яких утри- 
мують у Росії, але не уточнив прізвищ тих, щодо 
кого такі переговори ведуться. А домовленості 
щодо прізвищ Солошенка та Афанасьєва він не 
підтвердив, зазначивши, що не володіє такою 
інформацією. 

Між тим, адвокат Афанасьєва Олександр Поп- 
ков підтвердив проекту Радіо Свобода Крим. 
Реалії, що утримувані у Росії українці Геннадій 
Афанасьєв i Юрій Солошенко написали прохання 
про помилування на ім'я президента Росії Воло- 
димира Путіна. За словами захисника кримчани- 
на, Афанасьєв написав прохання за рекомендацією 
російської й української сторін. Але у документі 
відмовився визнавати свою провину. 

«Гена однозначно не хотів визнавати провину. І 
помилування його бентежило саме цим. I у самому 
проханні про помилування він не писав про виз- 
нання своєї провини», - зазначив Олександр Поп- 
ков. 

Зайого інформацією, зараз тривають двосторонні 
переговори про повернення до України Афанасьєва 
й Солошенка: в обох українських політв'язнів про- 
блеми зі здоров'ям. 

«Російська сторона пропонувала саме цей 
механізм через помилування. Там низка юри- 
дичних механізмів, які розглядалися. I, напевно, 
найпростіший i найменш ресурсомісткий i ресур- 
созатратний i був, можливо, через помилування», 
- каже Олександр Попков. 


25 травня, у день звільнення Надії Савченко, він 
повідомив, що Геннадія Афанасьєва та Юрія Со- 
лошенка доставили до слідчого ізолятора «Лефор- 
тово» у Москві з колоній, де вони перебували. Він 
висловив сподівання, що це пов'язано з процесом 
екстрадиції їх до України. Міністерство закордон- 
них справ України вже звернулося до російської 
сторони з проханням передати їх в Україну. 

Геннадій | Афанасьєв та Юрій  Солошен- 
ко - у числі 31 громадянина України, які після 
звільнення Надії Савченко продовжують перебу- 
вати у російському ув'язненні, каже Радіо Свобода 
голова правління Центру громадянських свобод 
(ЦГ С) Олександра Матвійчук. 

У ЦГС зазначають, що у Росії у так званій 
«справі кримських терористів» ув'язнені Олег 
Сенцов, Олексій Чирній, Олександр Кольченко 
та Геннадій Афанасьєв, у «чеченській справі» - 
Станіслав Клих та Микола Карпюк, а у «справі 
Євромайдану» — Олександр Костенко. 

Окрім цього, зазначає Олександра Матвійчук, 
у так званій «справі шпигунів» російські слідчі 
переслідують Валентина Вигівського, Юрія Со- 
лошенка та Віктора Шура, у «справі карате- 
ля» - Сергія Литвинова, а у «тиску на Мустафу 
Джемілєва» — Хайстера Джемілєва. 

Також, за інформацією правозахисників, в анек- 
сованому Криму вироків чекають 19 людей. У 
«справі 26 лютого» - Ахтем Чийгоз, Мустафа Де- 
герменджи, Алі Асанов, «у справі Євромайдану» 
- Андрій Коломієць, у «справі блогера» - Юрій 
Ільченко. 

«Ми говоримо про 31 людину, яка переслідувана 
за політичними мотивами у Російській Федерації і 
в окупованому Криму. Це люди, які перебувають 
за гратами - 19 утримуються окупаційною владою 
у в'язницях Криму і І2 перебувають у в'язницях 
Російської Федерації», - говорить Олександра 
Матвійчук. 

«Після звільнення Надії Савченко є позитивні 
сигнали щодо можливого звільнення ще двох лю- 
дей - це Геннадій Афанасьєв та Юрій Солошенко. 
Хоча тут дуже складно будувати якісь прогнози, 
адже це політичні рішення, які ухвалюються у 
результаті складних перемов», - відзначає право- 
захисниця. 

Окрім 31 громадянина України, ув'язненого у 
Росії, сепаратисти на Донбасі утримують ще по- 
над 100 українців, говорить Радіо Свобода радник 
голови СБУ Юрій Тандіт. 

«Окрім 114 наших хлопців, яких незаконно 
утримують на тимчасово окупованій території 
Донецької та Луганської областей, 11 людей, за да- 
ними СБУ, вважаються заручниками, які незакон- 
но перебувають на території Російської Федерації. 
Окрім цього для нас важливою є доля 655 безвісти 
зниклих наших хлопців», - говорить Тандіт. 

Він висловлює сподівання, що невдовзі також 
будуть звільнені 25 українських полонених, яких 
утримують на Донбасі, в обмін на 50 сепаратистів. 

«Сподіваємося, що після певних процесів, які 
почали реалізуватися після домовленостей нашо- 
го президента, процес звільнення буде прискоре- 
ний. Ми готові до реалізації кількох формул, про 
які я зараз не можу говорити. Але Україна йде на 
компроміси, щоб звільнити, наприклад, 25 наших 
заручників. Місія ОБСЄ підтвердила, що ми готові 
були віддати 50 людей. Але з того боку ніхто не 
цікавиться долею тих 50 людей, які підозрюються 
у злочинах проти цілісності України», - наголошу 
Юрій Тандіт. 

У 2014 році Росія анексувала український Крим. 
Міжнародна спільнота не визнає це і вважає 
півострів 1 надалі українською територією. 

Україна 1 Захід звинувачують Росію у підтримці 
проросійських сепаратистів на Донбасі. Москва ці 
звинувачення відкидає, заявляючи, що на Донбасі 
немає російських військових, але є «добровольці». 

Також Москва заявляє, що не має ніяких 
зобов'язань за Мінськими угодами, бо підписувала 
їх не як учасник, а як «гарант», 1 не має наміру 
виконувати ці домовленості, зокрема і у частині 
звільнення утримуваних. 

За час бойових дій на Донбасі, які тривають від 
квітня 2014 року, за оцінками ООН, там загинули 
близько 10 тисяч людей. 
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Savchenko sworninas lawmaker 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian military 
aviator Nadia Savchenko, who 
spent two years in Russian custody 
before her release in a prisoner 
swap May 25, has been sworn in as 
a lawmaker and used her first ap- 
pearance in parliament to urge the 
return of “prisoners of the Krem- 
lin.” 

The 35-year-old former battalion 
member has been greeted as a war 
hero and appears intent on keeping 
the country focused on the fight 
against Russia-backed separatists 
as she tries to parlay her popularity 
into political muscle. 

“T am back, and I won’t let you 
forget,” she told fellow deputies in 
Ukraine’s unicameral legislature 
on May 31, before adding refer- 
ences to EuroMaidan unrest that 
ousted a pro-Russian president two 
years ago and the ongoing con- 
flict in a region of eastern Ukraine 
known as Donbas. 

“T won't let you, who sit in these 
chairs in the Verkhovna Rada, for- 
get those guys who died at the Mai- 
dan and who currently are dying in 
the Donbas.” 

Savchenko vowed to make it her 
priority to fight for the release of 
other Ukrainians held in Russia, 
whom Ukraine describes as polit- 
ical prisoners. 

She then removed a poster with 
her image on it from the rostrum, 
where it had been hanging for 
months as Kyiv sought to secure 
her release. In its place, Savchenko 
hung a banner depicting several 
other people who remain in Rus- 
sian custody. 

“You absolutely have to pull out 
every single prisoner,” Savchenko 
said, describing what she called 
“prisoners of the Kremlin.” “No one 
is forgotten, nothing is forgotten.” 

“She added, “The people of 
Ukraine will not allow us to occupy 
these seats if we betray them.” 

Moscow says it is not a party to 
the two years of conflict that has 


Savchenko removes a poster with her portrait as she attends her first 
session in the parliament in Kyiv on May 31. 


followed its invasion and unrecog- 
nized annexation of Crimea, but 
Kyiv and NATO cite overwhelm- 
ing evidence that Russia has рго- 
vided troops, heavy weaponry, and 
other support to separatists in the 
eastern Ukrainian regions of Lu- 
hansk and Donetsk. 

Savchenko had left the Ukrainian 
Army and was serving in a volunteer 
battalion in eastern Ukraine when 
she says she was captured by Rus- 
sia-backed fighters in June 2014 and 
smuggled across the border. 

A Russian court in March sen- 
tenced her to 22 years in prison for 
her alleged role in the deaths of two 
Russian journalists in the conflict 
zone, a charge she rejects. 

Her ordeal lasted 708 days — 
stretches of which she spent on 
hunger strike — and was marked 
by repeated acts of defiance against 
the Kremlin and Russian courts. 

She returned May to Ukraine 
after she was pardoned by Russian 
President Vladimir Putin in ex- 
change for two Russians who were 
convicted in April on terrorism 
charges for fighting alongside sep- 
aratists and sentenced to lengthy 
prison terms. 

Savchenko’s custody and trial 


have been condemned by Kyiv and 
Western governments critical of 
Moscow’s actions in Ukraine. 

The Kremlin has portrayed her 
release as a humanitarian gesture, 
but it came just weeks before the 


. European Union decides whether 


to extend sanctions against Russia. 

More than 9,300 people have 
died in the fighting in eastern 
Ukraine. 

Ukraine’s president and other 
major political players currently 
suffer from abysmal popularity rat- 
ings that some observers attribute 
to chronic corruption and nepo- 
tism, ongoing economic woes due 
in part to the fighting in the east, 
and a lack of political courage. 

Their dilemma has left a leader- 
ship vacuum that some people sug- 
gest Savchenko could fill. 

Savchenko is a member of for- 
mer Prime Minister Yulia Tym- 
oshenko’s party, which in February 
left Ukraine’s governing coalition 
and in whose ranks she sat on her 
first appearance as a legislator. 

At one point, she scolded her 
fellow deputies, suggesting that 
there is a perception in Ukraine that 
“legislators are like lazy school- 
children who neglect their work.” 


Savchenko willing to hold peace talks with separatists 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian air- 
woman Nadia Savchenko says 
she is willing to talk with Russia- 
backed separatist leaders in eastern 
Ukraine to try to end the nation’s 
two-year-old conflict. 

Savchenko told Ukrainian media 
on June 7 she believes direct peace 
talks with separatist leaders would 
be more effective than the cur- 
rent, unproductive talks that have 
included Russia, Ukraine, France, 
and Germany. 

“The first step is extending the 
anti-Russian sanctions, because 
Russia does not yet understand that 
it needs to step back. The second 
step is to establish direct communi- 
cation with the [separatists] without 


SBU foils attack 
Cont. from P. 1 


came known to the agency last year 
during his stay in eastern Ukraine, 
and where he was “trying to es- 
tablish ties with Ukrainian troops 
under the guise of volunteering.” 

Ukrainian troops and Russia- 
backed separatists have fought in 
the east since April 2014, killing 
nearly 9,400 people. It wasn’t im- 
mediately clear which side of the 
conflict the Frenchman had stayed 
with. 

“The Frenchman spoke negatively 
about his government’s migration 
policies, the spread of Islam and 
globalization,” the SBU said. “He 
also said that he wanted to perpetrate 
acts of terror in protest.” 


the Minsk Agreements. To establish 
direct internal communication with- 
out the third and fourth sides,” Sav- 
chenko said on Radio Era. 

She said she is ready to person- 
ally meet with leaders in separatist- 
held parts of Ukraine’s Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions, Aleksandr 
Zakharchenko and Igor Plotnitsky. 

Zakharchenko was quoted as 
saying on June 8 that the self-pro- 
claimed Donetsk People’s Repub- 
lic is prepared to hold talks with 
Savchenko, but only as part of the 
Minsk peace process. 

“We do not choose negotiators 
from the Ukrainian side,” he re- 
portedly said. “We will talk to the 
ones they send.” 


The separatist envoy to the 
four-party peace talks that began 
last year in the Belarusian cap- 
ital, Denis Pushilin, earlier said 
both Zakharchenko and Plotnitsky 
would be willing to meet with her 
if Ukraine gave her formal envoy 
status. 

“It’s truly strange, but Ms. Sav- 
chenko has so far been the only 
person to come up with the idea 
of starting a direct dialogue with 
Donbas representatives, while this 
is exactly what the Minsk Agree- 
ments stipulate,” he told Interfax. 

“Therefore, ії Nadia Savchenko 
is invested with all the necessary 
powers, we will be ready to main- 
tain dialogue with her,” he said. 


Investigators find Buk missile 
part at MH17 crash site 


(RFE/RL)—International investigators say they have found а Buk 
missile component at the crash site of Malaysian Airlines Flight 17 in 


eastern Ukraine. 


A Joint Investigation Team photo published online on June 6 shows a 
Venturi, which it said emits propellant gases like a car exhaust. 

Dutch prosecutors say they want more information from Russia about 
the Buk, which they say killed 298 people aboard MH17 in July 2014. 

The West and Ukraine say Russian-backed separatists fired the Buk. 

Russia argues that Ukrainian forces downed MH17. The Boeing 777 
was en route from Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur and crashed in territory 


held by the separatists. 


Last year, a Dutch Safety Board report concluded that MH17 was 
downed by a Russian-made Buk, but did not say who fired it. 

Board President Djibbe Joustra said at the time that the separatists 
were in charge of the area from which it was fired. 

Dutch prosecutors say their report is at “a very advanced stage” and 
the results of the investigation will be unveiled in the fall. 
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For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 


484-7751 


Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
We specialize in Ukrainian Food 


Also visit our Liquor Store at the back of the hotel. 
We specialize in Ukrainian Beer and Vodka 


Jarvis Group Travel Ltd. 
are pleased to announce our 


2016 Poland- 


Ukraine Tour 
(August 15-30, 2016) 


This year we are starting in Krakow Poland and then 
going to Lviv ,Odesa, Kyiv, Chernivsti and other areas 
in Western Ukraine. 

We are using trains for overnight travels in order to 
eliminate some long day travel between major cities. 

Among some of the special feature of this tour are: 

¢ Independence Day Celebration in Kyiv August 24". 

° Traditional Hutsul wedding August 27". 

° Overnight stay in Vienna with a tour ої the city in 
the Evening and Supper included. 


All Inclusive prices are as follows: 
From Toronto: $5200 

From Winnipeg: $5300 

From Alberta/Saskatchewan: $5400 

From Vancouver: $5500 


For more information please visit our website: 
www.ukrainetours.ca/, or call: (403) 650-3332 


Proudly serving the Ukrainian community 


Would you like to work with funeral 
directors who understand how 
valuable it is for you and your family 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 
experience? 

When the time comes to honor a 
loved one’s memory in a personal 
and respectful way, please call us. 


» Wide range of burial & cremation 
services & products 


 Prearranged funeral plans to ~~ 
meet your personal wishes 
and financial budget 


24 hours: 780- 426- 0050 


Edmonton: 9709 - 111 ие 
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Wildrose blog shows 
need to expand 
Holodomor awareness 


While the nine Wildrose MLAs who wrote the blog linking Alberta’s 
proposed carbon levy to the Holodomor have unreservedly apologized 
for this bizarre posting, the fact that it even happened demonstrates how 
much further we need to go in educating people about this act of genocide. 

To put this in the proper context, in the original version of the blog 
(which was removed as soon as protests began), Rick Strankman, Grant 
Hunter, Dave Schneider, Wes Taylor, Ron Orr, Mark Smith, Dave Hanson, 
Don MacIntyre and Drew Barnes argued that the carbon tax reduces the 
incentive to produce, citing American economist Thomas Sowell as 
stating when such incentives are removed, the results can be disastrous. 

“Sowell points out how the early settlers to North America considered 
all lands to be common property with no incentive for an individual 
to produce, the results of which were disastrous to their survival. The 
same situation existed in Russia (sic) during the 1930s resulting in the 
starvation of nearly six million people that lived on some of the most 
fertile land on the planet,” they stated. 

We find this whole paragraph very strange even as to what it says about 
early American settlers, many of who demanded very strict property rights 
—not only where land was concerned — but also over enslaved human 
beings. But the sentence related to “Russia” is way off base. Not only did 

Ukrainians protest most vigorously against collectivized farming, their 
foodstuffs were forcibly taken away from them and they were starved to 
death in a most brutal and deliberate method. 

The Kremlin imposed exorbitant grain quotas, in some cases 
confiscating supplies down to the last seed. The territory of Soviet 
Ukraine and the predominantly Ukrainian-populated Kuban region of the 
Northern Caucasus (Soviet Russia) were isolated by armed units, so that 
people could not go in search of food to the neighbouring Soviet regions 
where it was more readily available. 

According to Raphael Lemkin, who coined the term genocide, this was 
a classic case. First the Russians went after the “brains” of the Ukrainian 

nation — the intelligentsia. Then the “soul” — the clergy. Then finally the 
“body” itself - the peasantry. 

The millions of ethnic Ukrainians who were exterminated by Stalin’s 
storm troopers were replaced by ethnic Russians. Those who survived 
were so traumatized by the experience, they abandoned their national 
consciousness. This has serious repercussions today. Those regions where 
the millions of exterminated Ukrainians were replaced by expatriated 
Russians, are those same regions in which today’s conflict rages. When 
Vladimir Putin claims to “defend” ethnic Russians, he is merely reaping 
his own benefits of the genocide his predecessor and role model Joseph 
Stalin inflicted upon the people of Ukraine 80 years ago. 

On the same day as the Wildrose MLAs wrote their blog, Ontario 
Premier Kathleen Wynne joined the Holodomor National Awareness 
Tour at an Etobicoke high school, to promote this state-of-the-art 
mobile learning space, created by the Canada-Ukraine Foundation, and 
supported by the Government of Canada and the Governments of Ontario 
and Manitoba. This mobile classroom will be coming to Alberta next year 
and members of all parties, as well as educators, should be encouraged to 
promote this as much as possible. 

But that is just one example of the many avenues that are available to 
spread awareness of this horrendous act. All of them have to be explored 
in order to ensure such genocides are not repeated in the future. 

Russia’s rulers have a vested interest in suppressing the truth about 
the Holodomor. But the rest of the world has a vested interest in both 
knowing the truth, and spreading the truth. 


By Oksana Bashuk Hepburn 

This year marks the 125" anni- 
versary of Ukrainian settlement in 
Canada. Not too many plans have 
been shared to date; hence I am of- 
fering some of my ideas of how to 
mark this important historic year 
and going forward. 

First. The Canadian Museum for 
Human Rights might develop a his- 
toric time line marking Canada’s 
development in human rights based 
on lessons learned from its harsh 
treatment to Ukrainians; Canada’s 
first major non-Anglo-Celtic/ 
Franco settlement. This would be a 
fine tribute to a founding Canadian 
community and a history of prog- 
ress in human rights. 

The large settlement of Ukrai- 
nians — some 170,000 arrived 
between 1890s and end of WWI 
— suffered severe discrimination. 
Financial shenanigans by immi- 
grant agents, unattractive land set- 
tlements in virgin territories with- 
out government support, mockery 
of the settler’s language and dress, 
beatings to name a few, were com- 
mon. 

Among the most serious was leg- 
islation prohibiting Ukrainian lan- 
guage in schools. Until World War 
I Prairie provinces, such as Alberta, 
actually had English-Ukrainian bi- 
lingual programs. But suddenly, 
it was considered un-Canadian 
to speak any other language than 
English. School children were told 
to “speak White” and strapped for 
non-compliance. 

Perhaps the best known viola- 
tion of rights was the arrest and 
detention of Ukrainians in intern- 
ment camps across Canada. It was 
a shameless response to the tur- 
moil of World War I. The “enemy 
aliens” performed forced labour in 
some of the most remote places in 
Canada including the building of 
the magnificent Banff Springs Ho- 
tel. 

Such abuses led Canada to estab- 
lish one of the most progressive hu- 
man rights legislation in the world. 
It protects minorities and contains 
handsome immigrant  resettling 
programs. Credit to early Ukrai- 
nian settlers for what they endured 
to make this happen is timely. 

Second. John Sopinka, a leading 
lawyer, violin player and football 
star, was the first and only Supreme 
Court justice of Ukrainian descent 
in Canada. 

Appointed in 1988, he served 
until his untimely death of a rare 
blood disease in 1997. He was in- 
strumental in setting up Canada’s 
judicial assistance program to 
Ukraine. Some find his premature 
death — the illness started after 
his return from a trip to Ukraine — 
suspicious. 

The anniversary of Ukrainian 
settlement in Canada is a fine time 
to consider another such appoint- 
ment. 

Third, Canada’s New Demo- 
cratic Party calls for women to be 
featured on its money. Ukrainian 
Canadian women’s organization 
need to respond by putting forward 
deserving names. 

Certainly former Lieutenant 
Govemor of Saskatchewan, Dr. 
Silvia Fedoruk is an obvious can- 
didate. She scaled many “firsts” 
in academia and politics includ- 
ing the development of the world’s 
first nuclear medicine canning ma- 
chines, indispensable in diagnosing 
cancer. 
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125 years in Canada: What now? 


Former Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan, Dr. Silvia Fedoruk is 
proposed as a candidate for a future Canadian banknote. 


Another “first” is astronaut Dr. 
Roberta Bondar. Her grandfather 
came from Odessa; she orbited 
some 35,000,000 miles in the 
spaceship Discovery to study our 
universe. 

Not to be forgotten are some of 
the first business women in West- 
em Canada; the Ukrainian nuns. 
They ran schools, orphanages and 
nursing homes when education 
services were sparse and Canada’s 
social assistance programs non- 
existent. 

Fourth. Since Ukraine’s indepen- 
dence, but especially since Maidan, 
Canada’s government has shown 
exemplary support for Ukraine’s 
struggle for sovereignty and terri- 
torial integrity. 

The Ukrainian Canadian com- 
munity might recognize the out- 
standing leadership provided here 
by Stephen Harper, former Prime 
Minister of Canada. He understood 
the fight for democracy and was 
a global giant in promoting it. On 
the occasions of its first settlement, 
the community might consider 
creating a special global leader in 
democracy award and present it to 
Harper; its first recipient. 

Better yet, convince the Govern- 
ment of Canada to develop such a 
national award to underscore the 
value of democracy and good gov- 
ernment worldwide. 

Fifth. Canada’s current Liberal 
government got off to a good start 
in partnering with Ukraine by an- 
nouncing $13.6 million for in- 
vestment projects supporting the 
Canada Ukraine Free Trade Agree- 
ment. Making the announcement 
in December, Chrystia Freeland, 
Minister of International Trade 
said, “By bolstering the growth and 
competitiveness of Ukraine’s small 
and medium-sized businesses, we 
are building mutual prosperity for 
both our countries.” 

Moving forward, Canada’s gov- 
ernment has the opportunity to 
increase its global foreign policy 
profile — Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau’s election promise— by 
engaging Ukraine in a similar re- 
lationship to the one the United 
States has with Israel. This would 
be a fitting “thank you” to the con- 
tribution Ukrainians made to Can- 
ada including converting virgin 
prairies into a global agricultural 
giant. 

Sixth. Some individuals are al- 
ready initiating worthwhile proj- 
ects. Here’s one from Manitoba 
petitioning the Minister of Inter- 
national Trade to grant Ukrainian 
nationals visa-free travel to Canada 
for periods of stay up to 90 days. 
Any other fine initiatives out there? 


Seventh. Another idea of mine: 
let’s increase relationships with 
the various Canadians involved in 
Ukraine. 

Canada is the fourth largest do- 
nor in Ukraine. 

Since January 2014, Canada has 
announced more than $700 million 
in international development assis- 
tance, and financial, humanitarian 
and security support to Ukraine in- 
cluding: 

¢ $400 million in low-interest 
loans; 

- $226.4 million to advance de- 
mocracy and the rule of law, and 
to promote sustainable economic 
growth; 

542 million for security related 
programming; 

¢ $19 million in humanitarian as- 
sistance for people affected by the 
conflict; 

» $14 million for election obser- 
vation missions 

¢ $3 million for anti-polio vacci- 
nation 

This money flows to Ukraine via 
Canadian consulting firms deliver- 
ing the projects. It’s a lot of money! 
Is it enough to merely seek more 
government support for Ukraine 
without follow-up; knowing how 
it’s spent? The time has come to 
understand who is delivering the 
programs, monitor progress, evalu- 
ate results and capitalize on the 
new know how. 

This calls for the establishment 
of an oversight entity. Something 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
might consider at the upcoming 
congress. 

Meanwhile, what about inviting 
Canadian troops — returning in : 
the hundreds — to share their ex- 
periences with the community? A 
friendly thank you wine and cheese 
soiree might be nice. Or a round 
table discussion with members of 
the defence staff? 

And finally, a request to the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress, the 
umbrella organization of some 30 
groups the largest being the Ukrai- 
nian Catholic Women’s League 
(I’m a member) numbering some 
4,000: rather than call those who 
arrived some 125 years ago “immi- 
grants” in official announcements 
consider referring to them as “set- 
tlers” or, as they had referred to 
themselves “pioneers. 

After all, Ukrainians were in- 
vited by Canada to come and help 
develop the prairies and succeeded 
handsomely. A more dignified and 
historically accurate moniker is 
warranted. 

An earlier version of this article 
appeared in the Ukrainian Weekly 
in January 2016. 
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Nadia Savchenko 
factor in Ukrainian politics 


By Taras Kuzio, Б inancial Times, June 6, 2016 

Last month’s release of Ukrainian air force pilot 
Nadia Savchenko after 709 days in illegal Russian 
captivity came on the same day a group of us were re- 
turning from the front line of Ukraine’s Anti-Terrorist 
Operation (ATO) to Kyiv. During the longer than usual 
train journey we compared notes about why Russian 
President Vladimir Putin had taken this step, what he 
hoped to achieve and how Saychenko would impact 
upon Ukrainian domestic politics. 

Putin was not showing mercy. The day after Sav- 
chenko was released, a Russian court sentenced 
Ukrainians Mykola Karpyuk and Stanislav Klykhto 
to 22 and a half and 20 years respectively on bogus 
charges of fighting alongside Chechen separatists. And 
this by a country that has been arming separatists im 
eastern Ukraine for three years. Another 28 Ukrainian 
and Crimean Tatar political prisoners are incarcerated 
in Russian jails. 

Instead, Putin had two goals in releasing Savchenko. 

The first was to appease European opinion ahead 
of discussions about extending EU sanctions against 
Russia. US and EU officials said sanctions would not 
be lifted until Russia fulfils the February 2015 Minsk 
Accords. These increasingly look to be a non-starter. 
Putin warned that warfare would continue in the Don- 
bas until Ukraine agreed to Moscow's long-standing 
demands for special status for the two separatist re- 
gions and local elections. 

Ukrainian leaders, backed by the US, have repeatedly 
ruled these out until Russia fulfils the Minsk Accords, 
withdraws its troops from Ukraine and returns control 
over the border to Kyiv. If Putin took these steps he 
could no longer provide a security guarantee to the sep- 
aratists, who would be defeated by Ukrainian forces. If 
Poroshenko succumbed to Putin’s demands, Savchenko 
would back the Ukrainian military we heard in the ATO 
talking of taking radical steps to stop them. 

Poroshenko feels threatened by nationalist vol- 
unteers and by the military and veterans who are a 
new force in Ukrainian politics and make up 15 per 
cent of voters. In the ATO, the National Guard road- 
blocks check half-heartedly if volunteers are carrying 
weapons and after volunteers return home they are vis- 
ited by the police. But weapons get through to Kyiv 
and there are no checks on the intercity train that we 
took from Ukrainian-controlled Donbas. 

Putin’s second, more important, reason is to add to 
existing political instability in Ukraine. A new poll 
showed a majority of Ukrainians believe that Poro- 
shenko should resign after the Panama documents 
scandal revealed he had an offshore company. 

The Fatherland party led by Yulia Tymoshenko is 
now re-energised by the addition of Savchenko and, 
together with Self-Reliance, led by Lviv Mayor Andriy 
Sadovyy, refused to join the governing parliamentary 
coalition. Both parties are opposed to the granting of 
separate status and the holding of local elections. 

Poroshenko’s ratings are declining, which is danger- 


LUC urges support for Magnitsky Act 


(LUC)—The League of Ukrainian Canadians ap- 
peals to Canadians from coast to coast to coast to sup- 
port extremely important human rights legislation, Bill 
C-267 “Justice for Victims of Corrupt Foreign Offi- 
cials Act (Sergei Magnitsky Law).” 

The Bill was tabled in the House of Commons by 
Parliamentary Critic for National Defence, MP James 
Bezan (Selkirk-Interlake-Eastman) and in the Senate 
by Senator Raynell Andreychuk (Saskatchewan). 

Canada has always occupied a respected place on 
the international arena by adhering to a long history 
of principled positions. Respect for human rights and 
dignity has been of fundamental importance for Can- 
adian law and policy-makers. Our men and women in 
uniform have sacrificed their lives in Rwanda, former 
Yugoslavia, Afghanistan and other war-torn zones in 
the name of protecting core Western values, such as 
democracy, pluralism, the rule of law, and adherence 
to human rights. 

Sergei Magnitsky was a 37-year-old lawyer who 
was beaten, deprived of vital medical attention, and 
left to die in a Russian prison nearly a year after un- 
covering a massive fraud, allegedly committed by 
Russian officials to the sum of $230 million. The very 
people whom Magnitsky implicated in the fraud ar- 
rested him in 2008; a year after his murder, several 
of these officials were promoted and awarded, adding 
insult to the fatal injury inflicted on Magnitsky. 

Various polls in Russia show support for the legisla- 
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The Carbon Levy-Holodomor exchange 
in the Alberta Legislature, June 6, 2016 


Erin Babcock, Stony Plain (New Democrat): Thank you, Mr, Speaker. 
As Members of the Legislative Assembly of Alberta we have the right to 
engage in a vigorous and passionate debate on issues of public policy, but 
last week nine members of the Official Opposition took that debate to a 
place that was disappointing, at the very least, and hurtful to 300,000 Al- 
bertans. In а blog post they compared the Holodomor to the carbon levy. 

I have been honoured to stand witness to the survivors and the vic- 
tims of this atrocity, and it defies simple logic or basic human decency 
to compare a crime against humanity to a public policy measure that 
has already been successfully adopted in many jurisdictions. They have 
since apologized for the offensive statement and have deleted the post, 
Regardless, I believe this sad episode is а reminder to all of us of the 
impact of what we say or write. 

The Holodomor was an act of genocide that took the lives of millions of 
Ukrainian women, men, and children, and 300,000 Albertans are survivors 
or descendants of those who survived this crime against humanity. When 
we speak of or write about this atrocity, it should be in one context and only 
one context. We need to remember the suffering of our fellow human be- 
ings, with a unified resolve to prevent it from happening again. 

I believe that everyone in this House has come here for the same rea- 
son, to serve Albertans to the best of their ability. But when people hear 
such hurtful and obviously wrong statements by elected officials, they 
question the motives of us all. That is why I want to be on record to- 
day to say that I deplore what happened last week. When members of 
this House apologize, we accept those apologies at face value, but their 
sincerity will be judged on their future actions and whether they have 
learned anything from putting such bizarre, hurtful, and simply wrong 
comments on the public record. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lac La Biche-St. Paul-Two Hills. 

David B Hanson, Official Opposition Deputy House Leader (Wil- 
drose): Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Г'тп extremely proud of my 
Ukrainian roots. I was a traditional Ukrainian dancer for over 10 years. 
І was born in and still reside within a vibrant Ukrainian community. My 
family still follows many of the customs and traditions of our Ukrainian 
ancestors, As a born and raised Albertan I’m especially lucky to have been 
able to learn about my heritage from first-generation Ukrainian migrants. 

My great-grandmother was born in Kiev. She was part of the first wave 
of Ukrainian migrants who came to this country in search of a better life. 
It was only a few years later when genocide was committed against the 
people of her land. My ancestors narrowly escaped this atrocity. 

The men and women who formed this first generation of Ukrainian 
migrants faced discrimination when they arrived. Anti-Ukrainian senti- 
ment was rampant, and life was not easy as these new settlers estab- 
lished themselves in early Canadian society. They didn’t know it then, 
but they were building a keystone of C anadian life, and they would go 
on to become one of our most vibrant and proud groups. 

My great-grandmother, like so many others, lived through warfare, 
famine, and discrimination. Her life was defined by the evils of war and 
hardship. When she saw her generation carry on the traditions of our 
ancestors, she knew that she had prevailed and that everything she went 
through was worthwhile. Today Ukrainian culture is woven into the fab- 
ric of our communities. : 

Recently a column went out with my name on it that inadvertently 
made light of not just my history but the story of Albertans of Ukrain- 
ian heritage across this province. This was wrong, and I speak for all 
members involved. We apologize unreservedly for this post. We believe 
that for any political party to try and push an agenda or an attack using 
the tragedy of the Ukrainian people in the Holodomor is deplorable. 
Our caucus honours the victims of the Holodomor genocide and stands 
firmly with the people of the Ukraine as they continue to work against 
forces who object to their freedom both today and always. 

To the Ukrainian people: please accept our heartfelt apology. Thank you. 

Dr. Richard Starke, Vermilion-Lloydminster (Progressive Con- 
servative): 

Mr. Speaker, in my maiden speech, four years ago this week, I related 
some of my family history. Most members know that I’m very proud of 
my German heritage, but there’s more to that story. My mother’s family 
was German, and she grew up ina village of German Lutherans. But the 


ous for a commander-in-chief in wartime. Tymoshenko 
is Ukraine’s most popular politician and according to a 
new poll would be elected president if there were to be 
pre-term elections. 

Savchenko’s first press conference after her release 
was highly critical of Putin. She is a member of the 
parliamentary committee on national security and de- 
fence, so she will have the ears of the military and se- 
curity forces. Not a single officer or soldier we talked 
to in the ATO supported Poroshenko, instead hurling 
insults and threats to unseat him. Ukraine’s soldiers 
are not fighting for their country’s leaders, who they 
despise as much as they do Putin. 

The soldier’s disgruntlement is in three areas. 

First, is a desire to ‘complete the revolution,’ an idea 
backed by Savchenko, who was a Euromaidan protest- 
er. Ukrainian citizens and soldiers have no confidence 
in Poroshenko’s commitment to three core principles 
of the Euromaidan: justice, fighting high-level cor- 
ruption and imposing the rule of law. There have been 
no criminal prosecutions of former President Viktor 
Yanukovych and his cabal and there is continued toler- 
ance by the Ukrainian leadership of widespread cor- 
ruption. 

Nearly two thirds of Ukrainians negatively view the 
appointment of Yuriy Lutsenko, the fourth lacklustre 
prosecutor-general since the Euromaidan. Of the 15 
former Soviet republics, only three in central Asia are 
ranked as more corrupt than Ukraine by Transparency 
International. 

Second, soldiers on the front line are supplied by 
volunteers, such as Natali Prilutskaya who we trav- 
elled with, making twice-monthly deliveries of uni- 
forms (ex-British army), boots, sleeping bags, medi- 
cines, food, night and heat vision to the ATO. Ukzain- 
ian citizens contrast the poor level of provisions and 
corruption in the high ranks of the military with the 
estimated $11.7bn that is sent offshore from Ukraine 
each year. 

Third, the current state of ‘no war and no peace’ 
is debilitating for soldiers. Ukrainian soldiers and 
middle ranking officers in the ATO have no trust in 
senior generals in Kyiv, who never visit them and are 
blamed for massacres of Ukrainian troops at Ilovaysk 
and Debaltseve in August 2014 and February 2015 re- 
spectively. Soldiers lack clear-cut guidelines from the 
president at a time when the Minsk process has failed. 

Poroshenko’s playing for time by not changing the 

rules of the game is fast running out of steam as he is 
under pressure from Russia and the west to cut a bad 
deal and from Savchenko, civil society and soldiers 
and veterans who seek to to finish the revolution and 
halt any sell-out. 
Taras Kuzio is a research associate at the Centre for 
Political and Regional Studies, Canadian Institute for 
Ukrainian Studies, University of Alberta and non-resi- 
dent fellow at the Center for Transatlantic Relations, 
School of Advanced International Relations, Johns 
Hopkins University. 


tion by a ratio of more than two-to-one among those 
familiar with it. In targeting sanctions against corrupt 
and abusive Russian officials as opposed to the whole 
country, the Act resonates with the many Russians who 
are fed up with these kinds of problems in their coun- 


it was in Ukraine. 


The Ukrainian Canadian community overwhelm- 
ingly supports the adoption of the proposed legislation 
for a number of reasons: 

- Given Canada’s human rights legacy, the Govern- 
ment of Canada must continue to show leadership in 
promoting universal human rights both domestically 
and internationally. 

¢ Human rights violators, especially those directly 
involved in killings, abductions and tortures have no 
place in Canada and therefore must be banned from 
entering our country and/or safely hiding their money 
in Canada. 

By blocking the Magnitsky law, Canada would 
send the international community a signal that we are 
abandoning our Canadian values and convictions and 
rewarding an authoritarian state. It would also send the 
wrong signal to the human rights violators across the 
world. 

We urge every Canadian to sign online petition 
e-394 on the House of Commons website and ex- 
press our strong support for the protection of hu- 
тап rights: https://petitions.parl.ge.ca/en/Petition/ 
Details?Petition=e-394 


village wasn’t in Germany, 

The atrocities suffered by the people of Ukraine at the hands of Joseph 
Stalin are well known, or at least I thought they were. The Holodomor 
was cultural genocide of horrific proportions, death by starvation, im- 
posed by a brutal dictator who had no compunction to cause the deaths 
of millions of innocent men, women, and children. But the atrocities did 
not end in 1933. 

I never met my grandfather, whose name I bear. On November 11, 

1936, trucks loaded with Russian soldiers rolled in to my mother’s vil- 
lage, and all men aged 16 and older, including my grandfather, were 
loaded up and taken away, never to be seen again. The German word is 
“weggeschleppt,” which means dragged away. My mother was 14 at the 
time. For the rest of her life she was haunted by images of that night, 
until she passed away three years ago. : 
The suggestion that the Holodomor or the other atrocities carried out 
on innocent people living in Ukraine are somehow related to a bill that 
we are debating is an outrage. It insults the memory of those who died, 
it insults the suffering of those who survived, and it insults the efforts of 
those who have sought to educate our people on this dark and detestable 
chapter of human history. To suggest that the Holodomor was somehow 
the fault of the victims is shocking in its inaccuracy and disrespect. To 
make that suggestion for political gain is heinous. 

Surely, Mr. Speaker, political discourse in this province has not sunk 
so low. 


"у Oleksandra 
Liva a 


Агент з нерихомості кому Bu можете довіряти 


(UkrNews)—Over 200 students 
performed at the Shumka School 
of Dance year-end concert entitled 
“My Ukraine, My Canada” at the 
Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditor- 
ium in Edmonton, May 15. 

The students, who range in age 
from three to 18, performed at total 
of 36 numbers, crossing the spec- 
trum of Ukrainian regional and 
traditional numbers. 

One piece that stood out particu- 
larly was the moving Holod (Fam- 
ine) number presented by the Ad- 
vanced Contemporary Dance class. 

With studios in both Edmonton 
and Sherwood Park, the Shumka 


Французьке ім'я - Українська душа 
11727 Kingsway NW | Edmonton АВ Т5С ЗАЇ 
780.452.7770 chateaulouis.com 1.800.661.9543 
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~ FREE ADMISSION to all venues except Grandstand Shows and evening 
| Zabavas 
7 ~ 5 unique Grandstand Shows: FRI 2PM & 7PM; SAT 2PM & 7PM; SUN 2PM 

~ Hospodar & Hospodynia Charlie & Debby Gargus 

~ Zabava Dances Friday with Millenia & Steppe AND Saturday with Dunai & 
» Euphoria 
7 ~ Yarmarok Marketplace--old favourites and exciting new vendors 


5 GRANDSTANDS 
Marianna ІКІім 
Oleksandr Bozhyk 
Sche Raz Volya 
Dzvin and more! 


BAND SHOWCASE 


Polka Ramblers © i ay: om - 
Country Sunshine | ~ Food Vendors with delicious Ukrainian food & other menu items 
Nighthawks ~ Folk Arts Display, Workshops & Seminars 
IABAVAS М Pioneer Village: demos: горе making, flour mill, blacksmithing, leatherwork- 
7 ing, outdoor bread baking; outdoor food market 
ee = Induction of Steven Chwok into Music Hall of Honour 
SAT. ~ Art Exhibition and painting sessions 


| ~ Workshops! ethno korali (necklaces); cross stitching; vinkopletennia (head- 
pieces), and more! 
~ Speaker: “Pillow Talk” by Larisa Sembaliuk Cheladyn 
~ Band Showcase & Cultural Showcase 
~ Kids Activities: Petting Zoo, Kid's Crafts, Bouncy Casties, Pysanka making, 
more! 
~ RV & Tenting available on-site: book early to stay where the action is! 


Dunai & Euphona 


WORKSHOPS 
MUCH MORE: 
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Ukrainian 


School of Dance exists to nur- 
ture well-rounded, ballet-trained 
Ukrainian dancers with high levels 
of performance and offers a cur- 
riculum-based program centered 
around providing opportunities for 
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PHOTOS — MARCO LEVYTSKY 


Top to Bottom: The Advanced Contemporary Dance group performs “Famine: by Laurelle Under; Упитка 5 Hopak 


Shumka School of Dance hold year-end concert 


children, youth, and young adults 
to grow and discover themselves. 

As special guest performers, the 
Ukrainian Shumka Dancers closed 
the afternoon with their classic 
Hopak. 


Shumka announces new 
Executive Director 


(Shumka)—Canada’s Ukrainian 
Shumka Dancers is pleased to an- 
nounce the appointment of Darka 
Tarnawsky as Executive Director 
of the organization. 

“Shumka has been an important 
part of my life for over 32 years. I 
have worn many hats in the organi- 
zation in that time: from dancer to 
executive member, tour co-produc- 
er to marketing and development 
director, from Shumka School 
Mom to special event volunteer,” 
said Tarnawsky. “I have seen the 
company’s progression over time 
and feel it is on the cusp of growth 
in the area of artistic development, 
diversity, community engagement 
and collaboration, and touring/ 
presentation. I am passionate about 
leading Shumka into its next phase 
as it nears its 60th year.” 

The Shumka Board expresses its 
extreme gratitude to Shumka alum- 
nus and Honorary Member Terry 
Mucha who held the position of 
Executive Director in a volunteer 
capacity for two years while the 
company worked itself out of finan- 
cial difficulties. “Terry’s dedication 
is admirable and we thank her for 
her commitment to the organization 
and its plans for sustainability in a 
very challenging time,” said current 
Shumka President Joshua Semchuk. 

Founding president of Bottom 
Line Productions, an Alberta-based 
arts marketing firm, Darka will 
continue to manage the company 
and its team of marketing profes- 
sionals while assuming the ED du- 
ties at Shumka. 

Darka has been involved in the 
industry as a performer, volunteer, 
supporter and professional man- 


Darka Tarnawsky 


ager for over 25 years. She holds 
a BSc with a specialization in Psy- 
chology from the University of 
Alberta (1987), and an Arts & Cul- 
tural Management Certificate from 
MacEwan (1989). She was the re- 
cipient of the 1998 MacEwan Dis- 
tinguished Alumni Award and won 
the Mayor’s Award for Promotion 
of the Arts in Edmonton in 2005. 

Darka is an Honorary Lifetime 
Member of the Ukrainian Shumka 
Dancers and has volunteered as a 
board and committee member with 
a number of other community arts 
organizations including the Edmon- 
ton Arts Council, Alberta Coun- 
cil for the Ukrainian Arts, Alberta 
Ukrainian Dance Association, Arts 
Touring Alliance of Alberta, and 
the Professional Arts Coalition of 
Edmonton. Darka has been a part 
time faculty member at MacEwan 
University since 2003, teaching Me- 
dia Relations, Audience & Resource 
Development and Performing Arts 
Management for the Arts & Cultural 
Management program. 
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(SUSK)—The Ukrainian Can- 
adian Students’ Union (SUSK) is 
pleased to report on the successful 
completion of the 2016 National 
SUSK Congress held in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan May 5-8 Арргохі- 
mately 40 delegates from post-sec- 
ondary institutions across Canada 
came together for this year’s Na- 
tional Congress, themed SUSKa- 
toon. 

“This year one of our main ob- 
jectives was to commemorate the 
125th anniversary of Ukrainian 
Immigration to Canada. This is re- 
flected in our Congress program: 
from the first wave of Ukrainian 
immigration to Canada via a His- 
torical Settlement Tour, to the WWI 
Internment, to a dialogue concern- 
ing the immigration experience for 
recent newcomers, and finally by 
participating in the historic Vesna 
Festival in Saskatoon. I firmly be- 
lieve we have achieved this goal”, 
said SUSK Congress Director Con- 
nor Moen. 

The 4-day event was dedicated to 
encouraging and challenging lead- 
ers of the Ukrainian Canadian stu- 
dent community to come together, 
to discuss and deliberate relevant 
questions and issues, and to spear- 
head the future of youth leadership 
and involvement in Canada and 
Ukraine. The 2016 National SUSK 
Congress included the following 
program elements: 

» Media Workshop with Andrea 
Chalupa; 

e USO Toolkit Launch with 
Darya Naumova; : 

+ Being a Newcomer to Canada: 
A Recent Ukrainian Experience 
with Iryna Matsiuk; 

» Canada’s First National Intern- 
ment and “Enemy Aliens” with 


Ryan Boyko; 
e Canada Ukraine Foundation: 
Holodomor National Awareness 


Tour with Roma Dzerowicz; 

¢ Ukrainian Canadian Historical 
Settlement Tour with Radomir Bi- 
lash, UCC National Historian 

The 2016 Congress opened with 
presentations by each Ukrainian 
Student Organization (USO) from 
across the country. Each USO 
spoke for a few minutes about their 
fall and winter events that were 
held on their respective campus be- 
fore presenting a 2-minute descrip- 
tion on a “pitch event”. This event 
could have been something that the 
group was proud of accomplishing 
during the past year or was very 
successful. In addition, each group 
shared one challenge their USO 
faced during the past year and some 
solutions and recommendations for 
dealing with similar situations in 
the future. 

Over the past year, the descrip- 
tions and ideas from the 2015 
National SUSK Congress USO 
presentations were compiled into 
a Best Practices Toolkit for USOs 
across Canada. During this year’s 
Congress, SUSK Outgoing Vice- 
President External Darya Naumova 
led an interactive workshop in 
which the Best Practice Toolkit was 
officially launched. The Toolkit is 
one of the components of the bid 
made for the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress Dragons Competition in 
November 2013, for which SUSK 
was awarded $25,000 to imple- 
ment. 

Participants were truly im- 
pressed with the size, scope, and 
professionalism of the conference 
and Congress. First-time Congress 
delegate from MacEwan Univer- 
sity Alicia Slusarchuk said: 


“The SUSK Congress was a 
fantastic experience that I would 
encourage all students to experi- 
ence. It allowed me to gain ideas 
on what Ukrainian Canadian stu- 
dents across the country are doing 
so I can incorporate them into my 
own Ukrainian Students’ Club, as 
well as share what my local Club 
is doing with others. The Congress 
workshops were a great opportun- 
ity to gain knowledge and inspira- 
tion. It was also an awesome op- 
portunity to build friendships with 
people who are just like me in that 
they love Ukrainian culture, cus- 
toms and traditions.” 

Oksana Kaczala, Congress 
delegate from Guelph University, 
stated: “The SUSK Congress was 
definitely a weekend to remember! 
The opportunity to meet Ukrainian 
students across Canada and make 
unbreakable bonds was amazing. 
Learning about all the events host- 
ed by Ukrainian Students’ Clubs 
over the last year was a great way 
to collect inspiring ideas. We also 
had the chance to listen to some 
great guest speakers, such as Ryan 
Boyko and his ongoing work in 
raising awareness about Canada’s 
First National Internment Oper- 
ations through his film “Enemy 
Aliens”. I’m so glad that I was a 
part of this year’s SUSK Congress 
in Saskatoon!” 

SUSK Congress delegates had 
the opportunity to commemorate 
the 125th anniversary of Ukrain- 
ian immigration to Canada by at- 
tending the Vesna Festival, whose 
vibrant program was dedicated 
to celebrating this anniversary by 
showcasing Ukrainian culture. 
After enjoying the performances of 
various Ukrainian choirs and dance 
groups, guests enjoyed a zabava 
played by Saskatoon band “Tyr i 
Там". 

“The 2016 Congress in SUSKa- 
toon was truly a weekend to re- 
member. The camaraderie that was 
built up over the Congress was ab- 
solutely incredible. Students from 
East and West were able to share a 
great deal of ideas and suggestions 
with one another, as well as learn 
from several engaging Congress 
workshops and sessions. I was also 
very pleased with opening up a few 
parts of the Congress to the general 
public. SUSK is fortunate to bring 
in phenomenal speakers, and it is a 
pleasure when those speakers can 
be shared with more than just the 
delegates. Although the past year 
has not been without its challen- 
ges, I look forward to everything 
that the 2016-2017 Executive will 
bring. The next year will be in- 
strumental in continuing to grow 
and support SUSK and its member 
organizations for many years to 
come. I look forward to meeting 
and collaborating with Ukrain- 
ian students across the country in 
any way possible and encourage 
all students to work together as 
well as with the broader Ukrainian 
Canadian community,” said incom- 
ing President Cassian Soltykevych 
from the University of Alberta de- 
scribing the 2016 National SUSK 
Congress. 

SUSK was formed in 1953 in 
Winnipeg. Though it fell inactive 
in 2001, SUSK was revived at the 
XXII Congress of Ukrainian Can- 
adians held in Winnipeg, in Octo- 
ber of 2007. SUSK’s mandate is 
to advocate concems relevant to 
Ukrainian Canadian students. Or- 
ganizations throughout Canada. 

The new executive is as follows: 


President, Cassian Soltykevych, 
University of Alberta 

; Executive Vice-President, Danylo 
Moussienko, University of Cal- 
gary; Vice-President Finance, Va- 
cant; Vice-President West, Natalia 
Radyo, U of A; Vice-President 
Central, Oksana Kaczala, Uni- 
versity of Guelph; Vice-President 
East, Vacant; Secretary, Ivanka So- 
letsky, U of A; External Relations 
Director, Stephanie Nedoshytko, 
MacEwan University; Internal 
Relations Director, Kimberly Gar- 
gus, MacEwan University; Project 
Director, Vacant; Media Director, 
Vacant; Alumni Director, Ash- 
ley Halko-Addley, University of 
Saskatchewan; Immediate Past 
President, Christine Czoli, Univer- 
sity of Waterloo. 
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SUSK concludes 2016 National Congress 


ZIAD ABOULTAIF 


Member of Parliament 
for Edmonton Manning 


WORKING FOR YOU IN EDMONTON AND OTTAWA 


if | can be of any assistance to you on any federal 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact my office. 


ці 


Suite 204 A, 8119-160 Avenue,Edmonton, AB T5Z 0G8 
Ph: 780-822-1540 Fx: 780-822-1544 
ziad.aboultaif.c1@parl.gc.ca, www.ziadaboultaif.ca 


9 AM 


Vintage Car Show and Shine, Kalyna Voice Singing Contest co-hosted by Kalyna Country Ecomuseum, 
Swing-Out Edmonton Dance Club, Hit That Jive Dance Club, Let’s Swing Dance Club, swing dance lessons, “Vintage” music, 
Village Market, Wagon Rides, Food Concession, Musical Entertainment, Historical Village and More! 


Register your specialty vehicle TODAY! All pre-registered participants will receive a 
complimentary breakfast courtesy of AMA Rewards, a dash plaque anda chance to win 
Best of Show, as voted by the public. To register go to www.ukrainianvillage.ca 


Strawberry and whipped 


or cali 780-662-3640. 


cream topped Pancake Breakfast from 9:00 am- 11:00 ат 


with proceeds going to the Friends of the Ukrainian Village Society. 


Admission rates apply. For free admission, show your current Experience Alberta's 
History Pass or Friends of the Ukrainian Village Society membership card 


25 minutes east of Edmonton on Hwy. 16 


Albertans 


780.662.3640 | ukrainianvillage.ca 


Вислів вдячности 


Ліда М. Василин, член 
Управи Літи Українок Канади 

Дирекція Дому Української 
Молоді (ДУМ) в Едмонтоні 
організувала | прийняття, яке 
відбулося в середу, 25-ого трав- 
ня 2016 р. на пошану трьох 
провінційних парляментаристів, 
які надзвичайно богато зробили 
для нашої громади та для Дому 
Української Молоді. 

Серед почесних гостей були 
колишній | премє'р Альберти 
Ед (Едвард) Стельмах з дру- 
жиною Марі, колишній член 
Альбертійської Легіслятури 
та спікер Легіслятури Євген 
Звоздецький та колишній член 


Альбертійської Легіслятури 
Джанис  Сарич 3 чоловіком 
Стівом. Вечір розпочав член 
Дирекції Юрій  Андрийович, 


який привітав усіх присутніх та 
представив особливих гостей. 
Він також скористався момен- 
том, щоб нагадати про добру но- 
вину — про звільненя Надії Сав- 
ченко та її повернення в Україну, 
яке сталося того ж дня. 

Голова Дирекції ДУМ (Іван 
Федина виголосив коротке сло- 
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-- вислів гордости 


труднощів, тиску асиміляції та 
економічного прогресу, його 
родичі і він зі своєю родиною не 
відвернулися від Бога й нашої 
віри. Він виростав в домі, в яко- 
му була сильна пошана до церк- 
ви 1 глибока віра у Бога. Він 
вважає, що така віра зберегла 
українців в Канаді. Ед Стельмах 
підкреслив, що важнливо, щоб 
українці зберегли свою історію 
в Канаді, бо молодь і наступні 
покоління мусять знати, як перші 
поселенці жили. Він пригадав 
присутнім, як перші поселенці 
переживали дискрімінацію, 
ізоляцію , як жінки надзвичайно 
тяжко працювали, маючи великі 
родини, 1 чоловікій мусили десь 
від'їжджати на роботу. Він ска- 
зав: "Якщо ми не подбаємо, щоб 
розказати нашу історію, то ми її 
втратимо". Наприклад, від ска- 
зав, що “Bill 37-- Ukrainian Fam- 
ine And Genocide (Holodomor) 
Memorial Day Act” є не тільке 
визнання Голодомору, але має 
величезне навчальне значення 
для майбутніх поколін. 

Також, виступив із  зво- 
рушливим словом від (імені 


ФОТО — IBAH ГУК 
Зліва на право: Петро Дацків, Євгена Звоздецький, Іван Федина, Едвард Стельмах, Іванка Шевчук, 
Джанис Сарич. 


во, в якому пояснив , чому цей 


дирекції ДУМ та Товариства 


вечір відбувається i чому ця 
зустріч важива. Висловлювати 
вдячність є частиною приємних 
обовязків, проте Іван Федина 
використав цю особливу  на- 
году, щоб детальніше розка- 
зати про почесних гостей. Він 
підкреслив, що крім щирої вдяч- 
ности, члени ДУМ відчувають 
глибоку гордість, з приводу того, 
що троє поважних Ta дуже 
успішних політиків вийшли 3 
нашої громади. Він сказав: “ 
Наша гордість виходить з того, 
що ми розуміємо яка ваша пра- 
ця. Всі присутні є або були ак- 
тивними членами нашої грома- 
ди, а ми всі добре знаємо, що ті 
досягнення, які видно ззовні є 
тільки невеличка частина труда, 
посвяти та жертви, які приховані 
в середині." : 
Звоздецький | дуже добре 
відомий в українській громаді та 
поза громадою за своє надзви- 
чайне вміння будувати позитивні 
стосунки між людьми та наро- 
_ дами. Він почав свою кар'єру як 
вчитель та музикант. Довгі роки 
працював зі славетним танцю- 
вальним ансамблем «Шумка». 
У 1993 році пішов ув політику 
і служив в Легіслятурі 22 роки, 


де останніх три роки був 12- 
тим спікером  Албертійської 
Асамблеї. Федина підкреслив, 
що Євген Звоздецький не тільки 
щирошанує своє українство, 
але i шанує інші культури, і за 
це заслужив на широку поша- 
ну від усіх. Євген Звоздецький 
найбільше пишається тим, що 
з підтримкою нашої громади 
та своїх колег в Легіслятурі він 
осягнув створення законопро- 
екту? Bill 37-- Ukrainian Famine 
And Genocide (Holodomor) Me- 
morial Day Act “. Він підкреслив, 
що тяжка праця над цим зако- 
нопроектом тривала 10 років! 
Праця завершилася в 2008 році, 
коли усі партії та усі члени 
Албертійської Легіслятури голо- 
сували "за" цей закон, 1 всі три 
читання цього закону відбулися в 
один день. Таке історичне досяг- 
неня закону досі відбулося тільке 
два рази в історії Албертійської 
Легіслятури. 
Важливо згадати, 
Звоздецький, який виступив 
українською мовою, підкреслив 
, що нашій громаді важливо 
мати, як то кажуть, "когось при 
столі". Він сказав, що ми муси- 
мо виховувати наших людей 1 


що Євген 


нашу молодь так. щоб вони ішли 
в політику. Якщо ми не будемо 
мати наших людей в політиці, 
наші інтереси будуть знехтувані. 
"Нашим предкам не було легко, 
ми мусимо полегшити другим" 
На закінчення, він сказав що "ра- 
зом стоїмо, 1 наша кров синьо- 
жовта. 

Сарич репрезентувала округ 
Едмонтона -Дікур від 2008- 
2015 років від ШПрогресивно- 
Консервативної Партії Альберти. 
Це якраз той округ, в якому знахо- 
диться Дім Української Молоді 1 
де проживає багато членів Дому. 
За ті роки вона з ентузіазмом 
підтримувала різні українські 
імпрези та свята і не пропуска- 
ла річного традиційного "Ще- 
дрого вечора", що організовує 
Дирекція ДУМ. Пані Сарич ак- 
тивно підтримувала історичний 
законопроект “Bill 37-- Ukrain- 
ian Famine And _ Genocide 
(Holodomor) Memorial Day Act”, 
який пройшов через Легіслятуру 
в 2008 році. Вона надзвичайно 
пишається своїм корінням та не 
раз підкреслює, що її предки по- 
селилиса в Канад при кінці 19- 
ого сторіччя. 

Федина продовжував: "Джа- 


нис, коли ви були нашим пред- 
ставником, MH | вас бачили 
найчастіше. Ми спостерігали, 
як ви сумлінно дбали, щоб наші 
інтересе були репрезентовані, і 
ви підтримували наші проекти. 
Яка б не була подія, я особисто 
відчував гордість що ви не забу- 
вали своє українське коріння". 

Третій почесний гість, колишній 
IIpeme’p Альберти Ед Стельмах 
зі своєю дружиною Марі. Іван 
Федина пригадав усім, яке захо- 


плення усі українці відчували, 


коли | Ед Стельмах став 
IIpeme’pom Альберти. Він сказав: 
“T коли ви виграли, це була пере- 
мога для нас усіх. І які ми горді 
були, коли на фотографії з вашо- 
го кабінету було видно писанку 
на вашому бюро?. 

Стельмах є онуком українських 
поселенців, які приїхали до Ка- 
нада у 1899 році з Львівцької 
області, шукаючи кращої долі 
та землі. Упродовж перших 
20 років свого проживання в 
Канаді, родина Стельмахів роз- 
добула землю, побудувала собі 
родинний дім й заснувала сім'ю, 
яка й сьогодні ще обробляє цю 
землю. Ед Стельмах з гордістю 
підтвердив, що окрім великих 


Сеньорів Петро Дацків. Один із 
основоположників Едмонтонсь- 
кого СУМ та один із духовних 
будівничих | Домівки, Петро 
Дацків особливо звернув увагу 
на досягнення Євгена Звоздець- 
кого в справі закону про Голодо- 
мор. Разом вони доклали вели- 
ких зусиль, часу та енергії, щоб 
увести цей заком та увіковічити 
факти про цю жахливу трагедію 
українського народу.  Дацків 
дуже близько співпрацював з 
Євгеном. Звоздецьким. і їхня 
самовідданість і присвята 
увінчалися успіхом. 

На згадкупро цей вечір, трьом 
почесним гостям було вручено 
вправлені лінорити  художни- 
ка Головацького "Архистратиг 
Михаїл? який був створений на 
замовлення з нагоди 60-ліття 
СУМ в Канаді. Лінорити вручи- 
ли Іван Федина, Петро Дацків та 
Іванка Шевчук, Голова Едмон- 
тонського відділу Ліги Українок 
Канади. 

Вечір завершився елегантним 
та смачнм фуршетом, який при- 
готували пані з Ліги Українок 
Канади. За перекускою та ви- 
ном гості та члени ДУМ весело 
спілкувалися. 


У Порошенка знову не знайшли порушень з офшорами 


Сергій Драчук, Радіо Свобода 

Відома юридична компанія «Бейкер i МакКензі» 
на прохання юридичних радників Петра Порошенка 
проаналізувала документи про реструктуризацію активів 
чинного президента через офшорні компанії і заявила, 
що не знайшла в них ніяких порушень українського зако- 
нодавства. На цей крок радники Порошенка пішли після 
появи чергових звинувачень журналістів-розслідувачів 
про те, що такі порушення були. Та спростування 
наразі не змінюють негативної думки щодо офшорної 
діяльності президента України. 

Компанія Baker 8: МеКепліе - CIS, що входить до скла- 
ду міжнародного юридичного велетня Baker & McKen- 
zie International, підготувала свій меморандум із виснов- 
ками щодо законності кроків реструктуризації активів 
президента на прохання його юридичних радників. Як 
сказали Радіо Свобода в Baker & McKenzie, вони не мо- 
жуть коментувати цей документ без згоди клієнта. 

Зміст меморандуму пояснив Микола Стеценко, 
керівний партнер юридичної фірми «Авеллум», яка 
супроводжує операції реструктуризації активів Петра 
Порошенка. В інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода він розповів: 
«Суть висновків, до яких дійшли юристи юридичної 
фірми «Бейкер i МакКензі», полягає в тому, що 
реструктуризація, яку проводила група «Рошен», 
відповідає вимогам законодавства України, що для про- 


ведення такої реструктуризації не вимагалося отри- 
мання дозволів будь-яких державних органів України, і 
що реструктуризація не передбачала жодних грошових 
переказів з України за кордон і була проведена виключно 
у формі обміну акціями». 

За даними меморандуму, який оприлюднило агентство 
«Інтерфакс- Україна», в наданих «Бейкер i МакКензі» до- 
кументах ішлося загалом про чотири операції. У трьох із 
них передавалися акції, без участі готівкових коштів, іще 
одна була здійснена в українських гривнях на території 
України. 

«Бейкер і МакКензі» проаналізували всі докумен- 
ти, які пов'язані з цією транзакцією, і дійшли таких 
висновків, грунтуючись на нормах українського права», 
- каже Микола Стеценко про реструктуризацію активів, 
пов'язаних із Петром Порошенком. 

Сама юридична компанія наголосила в меморандумі, 
що аналізувала тільки надані їй документи про цю 
реструктуризацію щодо її відповідності українському 
праву. 

Аналіз, замовлений відомій компанії, мав на меті 
з'ясувати законність цих операцій, яку вже кілька разів 
ставили під сумнів журналісти-розслідувачі. Вони, 
зокрема, стверджували, що принаймні в одній із них 
ішлося і про переказ готівкових коштів із України за кор- 
дон, здійснений без необхідної ліцензії Національного 


банку України. Юристи президента вже спростовували 
ці твердження. 

Але сам по собі скандал, що виник навколо офшор- 
них операцій Петра Порошенка, позначився на його 
рейтингах. Поважаний Київський міжнародний інститут 
соціології в середині травня здійснив опитування на за- 
мовлення невказаного клієнта, одне з запитань AKOTO 
стосувалося й президента. 

«У засобах | масової | інформації обговорюється 
інформація про наявність у власності у президента України 
Петра Порошенка компаній, зареєстрованих за кордоном у 
так званих офшорних зонах. На Вашу думку, повинен чи 
не повинен у зв'язку з цим Порошенко піти у відставку?» - 
запитали опитувачі. Майже половина - 48,6 відсотка опи- 
таних - відповіли «безумовно, повинен». 

Юристи президента вже пояснювали, що йшлося про 
реєстрацію офшорів на ім'я самого Порошенка з метою 
передати корпоративні права на його бізнес-активи в 
зовнішнє управління, так званий «сліпий траст», на час 
його перебування на посаді голови держави. 

Зокрема, юридична фірма «Авеллум» заявляла, 
що створення компаній в іноземній юрисдикції було 
єдиним можливим шляхом для передання активів чин- 
ного президента в управління авторитетної міжнародної 
трастової структури, інвестиційного банку Rothschild, 
який не брався управляти українськими активами. 
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Members and friends of Alpha Omega Alumnae in front of St. Michael's Ukrainian Orthodox Church 


Gardenton provides a 
trip back into history 


By Oksana Shulakewych 

One and a half hours southeast of Winnipeg lies a 
gem that represents the world of the first Ukrainian 
pioneers to Manitoba 120 years ago. Gardenton, Stu- 
artburn, Tolstoi, Vita was settled by Ukrainians mostly 
from Bukovyna in 1896. Members and friends of Al- 
pha Omega Alumnae made a day trip back into history 
on May 14, 2016. 

It was in 1897, that the first Ukrainian church was 
built. 251. Michael’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church” was 
consecrated in 1899 and has been a Manitoba Provin- 
cial Historic site since 1974. In 1988 it was recognised 
as a site of National and Architectural Status. Don 
Machnee one of the descendents of the first pioneers, 
who loyally maintain the church and cemetery, gave 
an interesting account of the local history. The cem- 
etery crosses, with the earliest grave from 1898, tell 
the story of early families and the sad graves of many 
children. 

Gardenton Ukrainian Museum, founded in 1965, is 
not far from the church grounds. There is a one-room 
school house, an original pioneer house, a peech — an 
outdoor clay oven, but the jewel is the Ukrainian Mu- 
seum itself, which exhibits many original, cultural and 
utilitarian items of the pioneers. Leonard Krawchuk of 
Winnipeg, a collector par excellence of Ukrainian folk 
everything guided the group, explaining in detail the 
hand-made household and farm implements and the so 
beautiful and exquisite original folk costumes. 

The group ended the day with a delicious Ukrainian 
supper of kovbasa, dill sauce, and varenyky in cream, 


or pyrohy, as our ancestors used to call them. That is 
the name that the locals still use today. 

The Gardenton Ukrainian Museum and Village So- 
ciety holds many events throughout the year at the site 
with the main one being the Gardenton Ukrainian Fes- 
tival which will be held this year on Sat. July 9. The 
celebration includes church services and a full after- 
noon of Ukrainian singers, dancers and musicians, 
Ukrainian food and a Zabava in the evening. 

Helen Feniuk, Alpha Omega Alumnae Treasurer 
and Membership Chair, who is also a board member 
of the Gardenton Ukrainian Museum and Village So- 
ciety, helped facilitate this event. Oksana Shulake- 
wych, co-chair of the Program committee organized 
this trip. 

This trip left the participants with an appreciation 
and understanding of the sacrifices and backbreaking 
work of those Ukrainian pioneers. They set roots in a 
new land, but maintained their Ukrainian identity with 
pride. 

Alpha Omega Alumnae, founded in 1958, is a 
Winnipeg organization of female university gradu- 
ates of Ukrainian descent. This non-profit charitable 
organization has as its purpose the preservation and 
fostering of Ukrainian culture and language in Can- 
ada; promoting the endeavors of people of Ukrainian 
heritage; fundraising and awarding annual university 
scholarships to Manitoba students of Ukrainian herit- 
age enrolling at an accredited university; maintaining 
communication with local universities; and furthering 
personal growth and enrichment of the membership. 


Bezan tables petition to introduce 
visa-free travel for Ukrainians 


(UkrNews)—June 6, in the House of Commons, James 
Bezan, Member of Parliament for Selkirk-Interlake- 
Eastman, presented petition e-33, started by Nick Kra- 
wetz of Winnipeg calling on the Government of Canada 
to improve access to travel visas for Ukrainian nationals. 

ЗТ am proud to have presented my first e-petition in 
the House of Commons containing nearly 2500 signa- 
tures in support of lifting the temporary visa require- 
ments for Ukrainian citizens who want to visit Canada 
for at least 90 days”, said MP Bezan. “The Canadian- 
Ukrainian relationship extends beyond our history. 
We are linked through many economic, military and 
diplomatic agreements. For more than 125 years of 
subsequent waves of immigration from Ukraine has 
resulted in immeasurable contributions of Ukrainian- 
Canadians in the development of Canada.” 

Bezan noted that the Conservative Government 
made it a priority to improve the Canada—Ukraine 


bilateral relationship. It signed and implemented the 
Youth Mobility Agreement, simplifying and facilitat- 
ing the process for qualified Canadian and Ukrainian 
citizens aged 18 to 35, to travel and work in the other 
country for up to one year. 

“Tn July 2015, our Conservative Government an- 
nounced the Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement 
(CUFTA), marking an important economic milestone. 
However, current Canadian temporary resident visa 
requirements hamper Ukrainian businesses from in- 
vesting in Canada, while obstructing knowledge trans- 
fer and professional exchanges and thereby ultimately 
undermining the goals of CUFTA. 

“Canadians are able to travel to Ukraine for 90 days 
without a visa. The European Union has begun to take 
steps towards including Ukraine in its visa-free re- 
gime and is hopeful that all conditions will be met in 
2016,” he added. 


League of Ukrainian Canadians National President Orest Steciw receives 
the keys to the ambulance 


Halton Region donates 
ambulance to LUC 


(LUC)—Halton Region has donated four decommissioned ambulances 
that have been removed from active service to three not-for-profit organ- 
izations: the League of Ukrainian Canadians (one ambulance); Reach 
One Touch One Ministries Canada (one ambulance); St. John Ambu- 
lance, Oakville-Milton and Halton Hills Branch (two ambulances). 

The donation of these vehicles by Halton Region in Oakville on May 
27 has been carefully coordinated to ensure that they can be maintained 
and operated to their full capacity to deliver the maximum benefit for 
those in need. 

The ambulance donated to the League of Ukrainian Canadians will 
in turn be donated to a hospital in Siverodonetsk, Luhansk oblast (prov- 
ince), eastern Ukraine to assist in moving wounded soldiers and civilian 
casualties away from the conflict zone in a more orderly and efficient 
manner to hospitals where they can be treated. The Canada-Ukraine 
Foundation and the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (Ambulances for 
Ukraine Project) will facilitate the preparation and transportation of the 
donated ambulance to Ukraine. 

The use of Canada-donated ambulances along the conflict zone in east- 
ern Ukraine will save lives. Therefore, the League of Ukrainian Can- 
adians and League of Ukrainian Canadian Women, as well as the Can- 
ada-Ukraine Foundation, Ukrainian Canadian Congress Ukraine Appeal, 
and indeed the Ukrainian Canadian community, are sincerely grateful to 
Halton Region for this memorable donation. 
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B OOH заговорили 
про «секретні 
тюрми» СБУ 


Анастасія Москвичова, 
Радіо Свобода 

Про високий ризик повтор- 
ного загострення конфлікту на 
Донбасі кажуть  представни- 
ки Верховного комісара ООН 
з прав людини. У доповіді, яку 
вони презентували 3 червня у 
Києві, йдеться про 14 загиблих 
і майже сотню поранених серед 
цивільного населення за три 
місяці, починаючи з 16 лютого. 
Окрім того, в ООН заявляють 
про практики затримань, ви- 
крадень і катувань - як з боку 
проросійських озброєних груп, 
так i з боку Служби безпеки 
України. У (СБУ організацію 
неофіційних місць несвободи за- 


перечують. 
За два роки конфлікту на Сході 
України ситуація залишається 


нестабільною, і може будь-якої 
миті загостритись або перетвори- 
тися у «заморожений конфлікт», 

- що також означатиме небезпе- 
ку для людей. Про це йдеться у 
доповіді ООН щодо ситуації з пра- 
вами людини в Україні за минулі 
три місяці. 

За словами помічника гене- 
рального секретаря ООН з прав 
людини Івана Шимоновича, 3 
середини квітня спостерігачі 
зафіксували | стягування  важ- 
кого озброєння до лінії розме- 
жування, що, на його думку, 
може спровокувати повторну 
ескалацію конфлікту. Окрім того, 
зазначив посадовець, перемир'я 
порушується поблизу Ясинуватої 
та Авдіївки на Донеччині. 

Спостерігачі ООН задокумен- 
тували сотні випадків тортур 1 
жорстокого поводження, гово- 
рить Шимонович. За його сло- 
вами, спостерігачі не отримали 
доступу до місць несвободи на 
території, що нині підконтрольна 
угрупованням «ДНР» і «ЛНР», 
однак вони записали свідчення 
про убивства, викрадення і тор- 
тури, скоєні представниками 
озброєних груп. 

«Деякі випадки тортур 
були заподіяні | людям Ha 
підконтрольній озброєним гру- 
пам територіях, але деякі - на 
територіях, підконтрольних 
українській владі, і більшість із 
них пов'язана із зафіксованими 

випадками тортур у будівлях під 
контролем СБУ», - зауважив він. 

При цьому, якщо у 2014-му і 
на початку 2015-го фіксувались 
такі випадки за участі добро-: 
вольчих батальйонів, то з другої 
половини 2016 року, в основ- 
ному, задіювалась СБУ, йдеть- 
ся у доповіді ООН. Раніше в 
інтерв'ю «The Times» Шимо- 
нович заявив про 5 секретних 
тюрем української Служби без- 
пеки. 

Речниця СБУ Олена Гітлянська 
натомість у коментарі Радіо 
Свобода наявність в Україні 
неофіційних місць позбавлення 

волі заперечила. 

«Ми діємо виключно у рам- 
ках українського законодавства і 
дотримуємось усіх міжнародних 


конвенцій. Про це не може йти 1 
мови», - говорить вона. 

Окрім того, речниця зазначи- 
ла, що очікується зустріч Івана 
Шимоновича 1 голови СЬУ Ва- 
силя Грицака, де, за словами 
Гітлянської, серед іншого, буде 
обговорюватись 1 це питання. 

Політично вмотивованою 
заяву помічника  генсекрета- 
ря ООН з прав людини вважає 
політтехнолог Тарас Березовець. 
Про це він написав у Facebook, 
пояснюючи свою позицію тим, 
що дані у звіті ООН базуються 
на свідченнях сепаратистів. 

За словами заступника голо- 
ви парламентського комітету 
з питань правової політики 1 
правосуддя депутата Леоніда 
Ємця, інформацію, подану 
спостерігачами ООН, потрібно 
перевірити, 1 | якщо вона 
підтвердиться, СБУ має понести 


відповідальність. 

На сьогодні міжнародним 
організаціям | доступна дуже 
розрізнена | інформація | про 


неофіційні місця несвободи в 
Україні, говорить голова «Цен- 
тру інформації про права люди- 
ни» Тетяна Печончик. За її сло- 
вами, це або свідчення людей, 
які стверджують, що утримува- 
лись у таких місцях і їх там ка- 
тували, або свідчення адвокатів, 
які оскаржують в судах такі за- 
тримання. 

А нещодавній | недопуск 
спостерігачів Підкомітету ООН 
із запобігання катувань у місця, 
де, як вони підозрювали, неза- 
конно утримуються люди, тільки 
загострив увагу організації до 
цієї проблеми, зазначає правоза- 
хисниця. 

«Власне, це вдруге в історії 
Підкомітету | проти катувань 
стається такий недопуск. 
Перший був у 2015 році в 
Азербайджані. I це дуже га- 
небний випадок, наші партне- 
ри, дуже багато міжнародних 
організацій нам пишуть про це, 
і вони просто шоковані таким 
вчинком української влади», - 
наголошує Печончик. 

Раніше голова СБУ Василь 
Грицак, коментуючи ситуацію, 
заявив, що Служба безпеки не 
допустила спостерігачів ООН до 
своїх районних підрозділів у зоні 
АТО, тому що там не утримують 
людей, натомість там є секретні 
документи, апаратура i працю- 
ють співробітники. 

«Ми показали близько 600 
осіб, які затримані СБУ і зна- 
ходяться на стадії досудового 
розслідування, або очікують 
суду. Натомість, з боку «ДНР» 
i «ЛНР» був допуск лише до 4 
осіб», - сказав він. 

Між тим, голова  парла- 
ментського комітету з прав 
людини Григорій Немиря ta 
уповноважений з прав люди- 
ни (Верховної Ради Валерія 
Лутковська оприлюднили  за- 
яву, в якій засудили недопуск 
представників підкомітету ООН 
для моніторингу. 
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Медики-волонтери лікують 
вояків лише під час відпусток 


Ярослава Трегубова, 
Радіо Свобода 


- Лікарям-добровольцям не 
дають офіційні / відрядження 
на фронт на Донбас. Тому 
медики-волонтери змушені до- 
помагати | військовим лише 
під час відпусток чи  нео- 
плачуваних  відгулів. Ane у 


Міністерстві охорони здоров'я 
запевняють у готовності сприя- 
ти відрядженням до цивільних 
шпиталів, а не до військових ча- 
стин. Натомість у військовому 
відомстві визнають: на фронті 
бракує майже половини медпер- 
соналу. І рішення проблеми вба- 
чають у короткострокових кон- 
трактах для лікарів. 

Медсестра з Одеси Галина Ко- 
заченко, волонтер добровольчого 
мобільного шпиталю імені Пи- 
рогова, здійснює сьому ротацію 
на Схід. Нині жінка працює у 
військовій частині міста По- 
пасна на Луганщині. У пере- 
рвах між роботою і обстрілами 
погоджується поспілкуватися. 
Каже, приїхала сюди, бо на 
Донбасі дуже бракує «робочих 
рук медиків», не кажучи вже про 
вузьких спеціалістів. 

«Мені доводилося 1 крапельниці 
ставити, 1 колоти, i возити 
військових у госпіталь. Поранені - 
і після розтяжок, і після обстрілів. 
Везуть, звісно, у госпіталь, але 
там один хірург, один анестезіолог 
- їх реально не вистачає. Довезуть 
- не довезуть. Нещодавно боєць 
потрапив на розтяжку, його дуже 
порвало, хотіли сюди завезти, але 
тут нікого не було. Вони змушені 
були везти в дальній госпіталь і 
він дорогою помер. А якби у нас 
пролікували, то був би шанс вря- 
тувати...», - каже медик. 

Жінка розповідає: цього разу 
приїхала на фронт «під чесне сло- 
во», сподіваючись, що документ 
усе-таки підпишуть. Аби поїхати 
на Схід взимку Галина Козачен- 
ко використала відпустку. Скар- 
житься, «палиці в колеса» ста- 
вить МОЗ, не оформлюючи їй та 
ті колегам офіційні відрядження. 
Тож жінка бідкається: поки 
допомагає військовим на Сході - 
вдома може втратити роботу. 

«Не лише зарплату, а через це 
я можу й роботу втратити, без 
офіційних паперів мене можуть 
звільнити за прогули. Можу 
оформити відпустку на місяць, 
а далі що? Їхати відсіля тяжко, 
тому що тут треба працювати. А 
кинути все, плюнути, я поки так 
не можу», - каже вона. 

Міністерство охорони здоров'я 
готове сприяти ротаціям'медпер- 
соналу до цивільних лікарень 
у «сірій зоні», заявила Радіо 
Свобода начальник Управління 
надзвичайної медицини МОЗ 
Тетяна Тимошенко. Однак ро- 
бота медиків у військових ча- 
стинах - повністю компетенція 
Міністерства оборони, 
наголошує вона. 

«Виходить, що ніби всі все 
роблять, а МОЗ блокує. Ми 
коли побачили проблему, ми 
в рамках свого законодавства 
ідентифікували 1 розробили цілу 
процедуру, яка зараз дозволяє 
досить швидко відправляти 
тих медиків-добровольців, 
які хочуть надавати допомо- 
гу  військовослужбовцям, до 
цивільних лікарень. Якщо 
ми говоримо po проблеми 
військових частин, то це питан- 
ня Міністерства оборони. Це або 
контракт, або мобілізація», - за- 


Лікар Ярослава Августинович та медсестра Ірина Сівопляс в 
медпункті-землянці на Луганщині. Травень 2016 року 


значила Тимошенко . 

Крім того, зазначає вона, є ще 
юридичні труднощі, оскільки 
Міноборони має свою структуру 
1 свій бюджет: саме це відомство 
має платити зарплати лікарям у 
частинах. 

«Виходить ситуація: у «мене 
болить голова, дайте анальгін», 
«а в мене є щось проти проносу, 
випийте щось проти проносу». 
Тобто військові просять лікарів 
у військові частини, а МОЗ гово- 
рить: давайте ми вас відправимо 
у цивільні лікарні», - коментує 
ситуацію керівник Першого до- 
бровольчого мобільного  шпи- 
талю імені Миколи Пирогова 
Геннадій Друзенко. 

За його словами, сьогодні 
«проблема зубів» на фронті 
вибиває військових зі служби 
гірше за снаряди, а туберкульоз 
в армії - «міна уповільненої дії». 
«Близько 90% хвороб не мають 
характеру бойової травми. Ча- 
сто їх немає кому виявити на 
початковій стадії 1 спрямувати 
військовослужбовця у лікарню. І 
тому кашель переходить в ангіну, 
ангіна - у пневмонію тільки тому 
що немає на місці тієї первинної 
ланки, Вона зараз має критичне 
значення», - зазначає Друзенко. 

Їдучи у очергову ротацію, 
лікарі-волонтери жертвують не 
лише зарплатою чи відпусткою, 
пояснює керівник шпиталю, а й 
ризикують потрапити «під каток 
репресивної правоохоронної си- 
стеми». це при тому, обурюється 
волонтер, що раніше був 
підписаний  чотирьохсторонній 
меморандум про співпрацю. 

«МОЗ заблокував видання 
наказу антитерористичного цен- 
тру СБУ про включення ПДМШ 
до так званих сил та засобів, 
задіяних в АТО. Навіть коли 
лікарі їдуть за власний рахунок 
чи коштом власної відпустки, 
вони не можуть законно знахо- 
дитися на території тимчасової 
дислокації військових частин на 
сході України. Вони можуть до- 
помагати тільки ризикуючи, що 
завтра приїдуть і арештують їх 
як шпигунів, які незаконно про- 
бралися на територію військових 
частин», - сказав Друзенко. 

За словами керівника шпита- 
лю, для успішного лікаря «кон- 
тракт» означає на рік «вибитися з 
життя» і втратити у кваліфікації. 
«Жоден притомний лікар на таке 
не піде. Бо це насправді поховати 
себе як спеціаліста. Медсестри 
ще йдуть, оскільки там зарплати 
підняли». 

А начальник |  медслужби 
ЗСУ Едуард Хорошун 3a3Ha- 
чив, що до роботи доброволь- 
чого | мобільного | шпиталю 
нарікань немає. «У нас повне 
взаєморозуміння i ми працюємо 


дуже чудово», - зазначив він. 

Втім, співпрацю у такому 
форматі називає «вимушеною 
мірою». І каже, що принциповою 
позицією ЗСУ усе-таки є перехід 
на короткострокові контракти. 

«У такому ракурсі, так, це ви- 
мушена міра. Але принципово, 
на мій погляд, це переходити 
хоча б на короткострокові кон- 
тракти зі Збройними силами, 
де ми зможемо більш адекват- 
но на базі медичної академії і 
на базі навчальних центрів їх 
перепідготувати. І отримати тих 
медиків, які нам потрібні», - за- 
значив Хорошун. 

Чим | більше українських 
медиків пройдуть ротації на 
Донбасі і здобудуть практичний 
досвід, тим краще, переконаний 
голова Національної медичної 
палати України Сергій Крав- 
ченко, який сам відслужив 15 
місяців медкомендантом. і зараз 
керує групою цивільних лікарів 
на Сході. 

«Рівень терористичної загро- 
зи однаковий по всій території 
України. І чим більше у нас буде 
військовозобов'язаних медиків, 
які здобудуть практичний досвід, 
тим краще буде для країни», - 
сказав він. 

Голова парламентсько- 
го комітету з питань охоро- 
ни о здоров'я Ольга  Богомо- 
лець, зауважує на початку 
війни, коли не було ані армії, 
ані фінансування, іншого 
виходу, окрім доброволь- 
чих батальйонів, не існувало. 
Сьогодні держава виділяє до- 
статньо коштів і має врегульо- 
вувати We питання. Рішення 
проблеми вона вбачає в корот- 
кострокових контрактах, які 
мають стати гарантію безпеки, 
дисципліни і відповідальності. 

«Якщо людина не підписує 
контракт, це означає, що цю лю- 
дину, скажімо, не можна змусити 
знаходитися в тій лікарні чи в 
тому місці, бо вона нічим, нікому 
не зобов'язана. На війні, на жаль, 
немає гарантій. Приїхав добро- 
волець, а завтра він скаже: ну все 
мені вже тут не подобається, я 
завтра маю право звідси поїхати. 
Тобто держава не може розрахо- 
вувати на стабільність тих людей, 
які їдуть добровольцями під час 
військових дій, медична служба 
також має бути дисциплінована» 
- зазначила Богомолець. 

За інформацією ЗСУ, нині на 
Донбасі не вистачає для війська 
45% медперсоналу. Після того, 
як піде п'ята хвиля демобілізації, 
брак медиків становитиме 6590, 
втім, у відомстві зауважують: 
показник штатних потреб зави- 
щений 1 зараз переглядається, a 
ЗСУ ситуацію спрогнозували і 
зараз готують заміну. 
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Children of Peace project starts leadership training 


(UkrNews)—Fourteen children 
(including orphans) of soldiers 
who are fighting for Ukraine will 
arrive in Edmonton June 14 for 
leadership training under the Chil- 
dren for Peace program. 

During their one-month stay, 
they will also have the opportun- 
ity to learn English, and get ac- 
quainted with the historical activity 
of Ukrainian-Canadian settlers and 
farmers. 

Youths will be hosted by Can- 
adian families and will participate 
in: 

« A Junior Interpreter’s Program 
provided by Friends of Ukrainian 
Village Society at the Ukrainian 
Cultural Heritage Site, 

» An Educational Program pro- 
vided by St. John’s Institute, 

« A Summer camp offered by 
Plast — Ukrainian Youth Associa- 
tion of Canada, 

¢ Leadership training delivered 
by members of the Ukrainian com- 
munity in Edmonton. 

“Children for Peace project 
aims to support those whose par- 
ents fight for the better future of 
Ukraine; those who want their chil- 
dren to have bright opportunity to 
live in an independent and stable 
economically and politically coun- 
try,” explained project co-ordinator 
Bohdana Stepanenko-Lypovyk at a 

fundraising gala held at the Ukrain- 
ian National Federation Hall in Ed- 
monton, May 14. 

Stepanenko-Lypovyk said | the 
roots of this program, which was 
started in December, 2015, go back 
хо the previous century when her 
grandmother used to tell her stories 
about how she and both of her sisters 
were growing without a father who 


died during the Second World War. 

“Tt was hard. They were jealous 
(of those children) whose fathers 
came back from the war. In addition 
to the emotional experiences, they 
(also endured) economic hardship. 
These stories lived with me for all 
these years and today І am happy 
to be a part of the team which helps 
the children (who find themselves in 
similar circumstances) as my grand- 
mother did years ago,” she said. 

The Organizational Committee 
of Children for Peace also includes: 
Ivanna Lewington, Maria Voroti- 
lenko, Anna Sknar, Oleksandra 
Vorotilenko and Svitlana Sumaruk. 

Guest Speaker at the event, 
which was organized by St. John’s 
Institute, was Lloyd Cenaiko, 
President and Founder of Humani- 
tarian Aid Response Teams (Hart), 
who explained the work of his or- 
ganization, which is dedicated to 
alleviating poverty and injustice 
in Eastern Europe by working as 
a servant ministry alongside local 
Christian leaders, organizations 
and churches — giving them the 
tools to build a better world for 
themselves, their communities and 
their countries. 

Among their programs are: 

» Refugee Support: Supporting 
refugees from the war in Eastern 
Ukraine. Feeding centres, medical 
care, clothing and shelter. 

¢ Relief Aid: Crisis response, as- 
sistance for poor families, senior 
care, mobile medical-dental care, 
special needs care. 

e Children & Youth: Support for 
orphanages, foster homes, street 
kids, child sponsorship program, 
safe homes for at-risk children, 
summer camps. 


Left to Right: Roman Brytan, Suzanna Brytan, Bohdana Stepanenko-Lypovyk, Maria Vorotilenko, Ziad Aboultaif, 
Elizabeth Aboultaif, Rev. Georg Podtepa, Edmonton Manning Constituency Assistant Linda Werning, Lloyd 
Cenaiko, Edmonton UCC Past President Serhiy Kostyuk. 


¢ Anti-Trafficking: Working to 
prevent the exploitation of children 
and young people, protect the most 
vulnerable, and bring healing to 
those who have been exploited. 

e Education: Education schol- 
arship fund, vocational training, 
schools for Gypsy kids, resources 
for schools. 

- Community Development: 
Microfinance, waterwell projects, 
medical clinics, church buildings, 
playground apparatus, livestock for 
poor families. 

» Missions: Resources and sup- 
port for ministries, church planting, 
pastor training and support, pub- 


lishing and translating of Christian 
materials. 

» Child Sponsorship: A powerful 
way to help one poor child break 
the bonds of poverty. 

Cenaiko stressed that the key to 
HART’s projects is sustainability 
— giving people the tools to fight 
poverty themselves and ensure that 
the programs survive. 

In his greetings, Edmonton Man- 
ning MP Ziad Aboultaif thanked 
the organizers of this event for 
their dedication to the children of 
Ukrainian soldiers and to the cause 
of peace. 

“T came to Canada from a coun- 


try affected by war. I have seen 
first-hand the affect it can have ona 
nation, on communities, and espe- 
cially on children. That is why lam 
here tonight,” said Lebanese born 
Aboultaif. 

The program included perform- 
ances by the Chaika Ensemble, MY 
Ukrainian Dance Academy and the 
St. Nicholas Mandolin Ensem- 
ble; poetry readings by Svitlana 
Sumaruk and Nicole Petrushchak) 
and remarks by Suzanna Brytan, 
Executive Director for St. John’s 
Institute. 

World FM’s Roman Brytan MC- 
ed the proceedings. 


100 turn out for Children for Peace Run 


By Bohdana 
tepanenko-Lypovyk 
April 17, Rundle Park was 


the site for a massive Children 
for Peace Run sponsored by St. 
John’s Institute. The weather was 
brilliantly warm, but not too warm; 
the volunteers showed up in droves, 


and the runners registered by the 
dozens. Nearly 100 individuals 
turned out for the 5 km run to raise 
funds in support of the Children for 
Peace project; others registering 
for the Fun Run, a 1 km run or 
walk that welcomed all types of 
participants including children and 


= 


mothers with babies in strollers. 
For the youngest guests an Egg 
Hunt was organized, and those 
who wanted to support the project 
without taking an active part in the 
run had the opportunity to browse 
the “yarmarok” (Ukrainian bazaar) 
of vendors with handicrafts of 


Medal Presentation for the 5K run. Left to Right: UCC Alberta President Olesia Luctw-A ndryjowycz, Bohdana 
Stepanenko-Lypovyk, Maria Lypovyk, UCC National President Paul Grod, Roman С: hornohub, Dmytro 
Petrushchak, Bohdan Marfei, Ukraine's Ambassador Andriy Shevchenko. 


many types for sale. 

The Run started as planned at 
10 30 am after a short workout. 
Inspired by the weather and the 
goal to help Ukrainian children 
affected by the war our runners 
were fast as sunlight. The medalists 
of the 5K run are: Ist place: 
Roman Chornohub; 2nd_ place: 
Bohdan Marfei; 3rd place: Dmytro 
Petrushchak. 

Their efforts of the runners were 
rewarded by Andriy Shevchenko — 
Ambassador of Ukraine in Canada, 


and Paul Grod — National President 
of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress. 


Shevchenko also gave a short 
speech and thanked Ukrainian 
Community of Edmonton and 
organizers of Children for Peace 
run for the efforts to support 
Ukrainians at the time of war. He 
commended organizers for the idea 
of providing a Leadership Training 
for those whose parents were killed 
during the fighting for Ukraine. 

“These children will grow up 
in complicated economic and 
social conditions, without a parent 
to guide them. Their future is 
extremely uncertain. They need our 
support to see what a democratic 
country can mean for them. They 
can benefit greatly from exposure 
to the Canadian way of life and to 
the lifelong contacts they can make 
with families in Canada,” he said. 


Then the youngest participants 
of the Children for Peace Run went 
to hunt the eggs and others ran the 
1K. The first three winners of the 
1K fun run are: 1. Daria Krylova, 
2. Vladislav Pikul, 3. Nicole 
Petrushchak. 

Funds raised at this event, as well 
as several other events completed 
earlier this year, will help to bring a 
group of 20 children to Edmonton 
for one month. These kids will 
come in the middle of June to 
spend time developing leadership 
skills and making connections 
with our Ukrainian Canadian 
community. Not just any children 
and youth, this particular group 
of 20 has the distinction of having 
been personally affected by the war 
in Ukraine. In some cases, they 
are orphans; in other cases, one or 
other parent is no longer capable of 
looking after them, or contributing 
to the family income. It is the wish 
of the project team to give them 
hope, and the skills and contacts 
for a prosperous future, in as much 
as such a future is possible with the 
help of their Canadian compatriots. 

If you want to get more 
information about the Children 
for Peace project or to support 

children affected by the war in 
Ukraine, please contact Bohdana 
Stepanenko-Lypovyk by phone 
at 780-940-6393 or via email at 
BohStep@gmail.com. 
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By Roma Hadzewycz 

The professional organization Ukrainian 
Journalists of North America (UJNA) held its 
third conference at the Soyuzivka Heritage 
Center in Kerhonkson, N.Y., on May 20-22. 

The event brought together a group of jour- 
nalists from the United States and Canada 
who represented various news media out- 
lets — including Svoboda and The Ukrainian 
Weekly of Parsippany, N.J., Kontakt Ukrain- 
ian TV Network of Toronto, Ukrainian News 
of Edmonton, The New Pathway of Toronto, 
Forum TV of Toronto, Nova Hazeta of Rego 
Park, N.Y., Chas i Podii of Chicago, as well 
as the Washington-based Voice of America, 
the Washington correspondent of the TV 
channel Ukrayina and free-lance writers. 

Elected to head the UJNA for the next 
two years were: President Jurij R Klufas 
(Toronto); Vice-President, USA, Leo Iwas- 
kiw (Philadelphia); Vice-President, Canada 
East, Walter Kish (Oshawa); Vice-President, 
Canada West, Marco Levytsky (Edmonton); 
Vice-President, International Relations, Mi- 
chael Bociurkiw (Sidney, B. C.); Secretary/ 
Treasurer Alexander Kharchenko (Toronto); 
and Immediate Past President Roma Hadze- 
мус» (Morristown, N.J.). 

The 2016 conference’s keynote speaker 
was to be Ukraine’s ambassador to the United 
States, Valeriy Chaly, but he sent word that 
he would be unable to attend after all due to a 
visiting delegation from Ukraine. The ambas- 
sador forwarded a Ukrainian-language mes- 
sage to the UJNA in which he underscored that 
“journalism is a key factor in the development 
of democracy.” He cited the ongoing informa- 
tion war by the Kremlin against Ukraine, and 
underscored that it is journalists “who are the 
main defenders of our freedom on the informa- 
tion front, a firm foundation of the Ukrainian 
struggle in this hybrid war.” 

His message to the UJNA conference was 
read during the Saturday evening banquet by 
Klufas. 

A presentation on the topic “Looking 
Ahead to the 25th Anniversary of Ukraine’s 
Independence” by Ukraine’s Ambassador to 
Canada Andriy Shevchenko, opened the con- 
ference proceedings on Saturday morning. 

Himself a journalist by training, Ambas- 
sador Shevchenko pointed to the importance 
of the Ukrainian press, “which connects us 
around the globe.” The diaspora press, he 
continued, has played a great role in pres- 
suring their governments to support Ukraine 
and in pressuring the Ukrainian government 
to move ahead on necessary reforms. 

Ambassador Shevchenko noted several 

irreversible changes that had taken place in 
Ukraine, including a national consensus on 
Euro-integration, potential membership in 
NATO and political reform. He cited the 
new national police of Ukraine as a big suc- 
cess story and a change that positively af- 


Participants of the Ukrainian Journalists of North America 
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fects all the people. Other positive develop- 
ments: Ukraine is working toward energy 
independence; oligarchs are successfully 
being pushed out of the energy market; the 
new system of government tenders is open 
and transparent. Thus, he said, “it is unfair 
to say that nothing has changed,” cautioning 
his listeners to not fall victim to cynicism. 

At the same time, however, Shevchenko 
noted that the greatest challenges for 
Ukraine today are corruption and the war in 
the country’s east, as well as Russia’s hybrid 
war against Ukraine. In addition, “Russia is 
preparing — indeed, it is already conducting 
—a hybrid war against the West,” he said. 
Therefore it is most important for us to fight 
disinformation and to continue to inform 
your governments about the truth. 

The first conference session discussed the 
“Status of Media in Ukraine,” with Myroslava 
Gongadze, chief of Voice of America’s Ukrain- 
ian Service, and Hanna Homonai, a Ukrainian 
TV journalist who happens to be Ambassador 
Shevchenko’s wife, as presenters. 

Gongadze cited weaknesses in Ukraine’s 
news media, including a deficient level of pro- 
fessionalism, oligarchs’ ownership of media 
resources and the lack of knowledge of for- 
eign languages, as a result of which many 
journalists rely on Russian-language sources 
for world news and thus share misinformation. 
The speaker also singled out several media 
outlets that are doing a good job, including the 
public broadcaster Hromadske and Channel 1 
of Ukrainian National TV. 

Homonai added that oligarchs control the 
post-Maidan media and have made their 
presence еуеп more known; they use jour- 
nalists as their weapons. She also pointed out 
that 80 percent of Ukrainians say television is 
their primary source of news, and that source 
is often unsatisfactory. The good news, she 
said, is that there is also a renaissance in the 
Ukrainian media thanks to which the range 
of topics that can be freely discussed has 
been markedly broadened and that inves- 
tigative journalism is now becoming more 
prevalent. Noting the role of women journal- 
ists on the front, she cited war journalism as 
a new genre in today’s Ukraine. 

The session dubbed “Hromada Status and 
Future” featured Askold Lozynskyj, a lawyer, 
community activist and former president of 
the Ukrainian World Congress and the Ukrain- 

ian Congress Committee of America, and Wal- 
ter Kish, columnist for the New Pathway. 

Lozynskyj began by warning journalists 
not to accept at face value what U.S. govern- 
ment sources say. “U.S. politics is opportun- 
istic,” he commented, adding that there are 
people in the State Department who are not 
favorably inclined toward Ukraine. He also 
said there is much Russophilism in academic 
circles and the American media, and the re- 
sult is much disinformation. 


The Ukrainian press has a very import- 
ant role to play in presenting the facts about 
Ukraine and in staking out a political pos- 
ition that serves the interests of both our 
community and Ukraine. The Ukrainian 
diaspora press also serves as a crucial link 
among our communities and as a tool to pre- 
pare the younger generations of Ukrainians. 
Lozynskyj stressed that we cannot think 
only about Ukraine, but also about ourselves 
in the diaspora, “otherwise we help neither 
ourselves nor Ukraine.” 

Kish provided а well-reseaiched statis- 
tical look at today’s Ukrainian commun- 
ity in Canada, which as of the 2011 census 
can boast of 1,251,170 Ukrainians, or 3.7 
percent of the Canadian population. How- 
ever, only 5 to 10 percent of those can be 
considered “active Ukrainians.” The speaker 
went on to offer a breakdown of the various 
groups that make up the Ukrainian commun- 
ity, among them nationwide organizations, 
credit unions, youth/scouting organizations 
and foundations. 

Michael Bociurkiw, former spokesperson 
for the Special Monitoring Mission in 
Ukraine of the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, and Stefko Bandera 
of CTV’s “W5” news magazine (the latter 
participating via Skype) discussed “Getting 
the Ukraine Story Out” from their unique 
and distinct perspectives. 

Bandera underscored that what is most im- 
portant in telling Ukraine’s story is to speak the 
truth and to speak in a timely manner. He went 
on to cite a number of prevalent perceptions 
and misperceptions of Ukraine and offered 
some suggestions on how to counter them. 

Bociurkiw noted the lack of transparency 
regarding media ownership in Ukraine, the 
fact that stories are sensationalized and the 
low professionalism of many journalists in 
Ukraine. Another negative factor is that sal- 
aries in journalism in Ukraine are low, which 
leads to job hopping. 

He also spoke of the use of Russian media 
in the Donetsk and Luhansk “people’s repub- 
lics,” the mability of Ukrainian news media 
to reach audiences there, and the stricter per- 
mit system for foreign correspondents that 
was put in place by the DNR and LPR au- 
thorities. 

Both speakers agreed that Ukraine is do- 
ing a poor job in projecting positive image 
and said that Ukrainians have to work hard 
to get Ukraine on the news media’s agenda. 

“Two-Way | Street: Ukraine-Diaspora” 
was the topic addressed by Daria Dieguts, 
a correspondent for the Ukrayina TV chan- 
nel who is based in Washington. She spoke 
about her work as a U.S.-based journalist for 
a Ukrainian media outlet and pointed to ex- 
amples of media coverage from the U.S. that 
interest Ukrainian viewers. 

Appearing via Skype from Toronto, Andy 
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Holowaty, producer and host at Radio Kon- 
takt, covered “Internet Resources and Social 
Media Bridges.” He agreed with the assess- 
ments of previous presenters that not enough 
is being done to get Ukraine’s message out. 
He noted that Ukraine Today is trying to 
disseminate information about Ukraine in 
English, but it is not having the success that 
RT (formerly known as Russia Today) is 
having. He also commented that the English 
language used by many Ukrainian sources is 
poor and that turns away readers. 

A special guest at the conference was 
Natalia Feduschak, director of communica- 
tions for Ukrainian Jewish Encounter, who 
spoke about the work of her organization in 
ensuring dialogue between Ukrainians and 
Jews, as well as plans for this year’s 75th 
anniversary commemoration in Kyiv of the 
Babyn Yar massacre. UJE, which is based in 
the Toronto area, is organizing a non-gov- 
ernmental international commemoration that 
will take place in Kyiv on September 23-29 
to remember the tens of thousands of Jews, 
Ukrainians, Roma, Soviet prisoners of war 
and others who were murdered in 1941 at a 
ravine on the outskirts of Kyiv. The events 
will include a public symposium, a memor- 
ial concert and programs for youth. The goal 
of these events, Feduschak said is “to show 
the multicultural nature of Ukraine” and “to 
shape the image of Ukraine.” 

On Saturday evening, the journalists 
enjoyed dinner prepared by the Soyuzivka 
staff, while continuing their discussions of 
current issues that affect their work. A spe- 
cial prayer for the victory of truth was of- 
fered by the Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszezak, pastor 
of Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in Kerhonkson, N.Y., who participated in 
some of the conference sessions. Later, a 
moment of silence was observed for the late 
journalist Heorhiy Gongadze, who would 
have celebrated his 47th birthday on May 21. 

Ukrainian News Editor Marco Levytsky, 
spoke during the dinner, offering his per- 
spective on how the diaspora press engages 
in advocacy on behalf of Ukraine and the 
Ukrainian community in North America, fo- 
cussing on such past issues as the Denatural- 
ization and Deportation in Canada and cur- 
rent issues of support for Ukraine and sanc- 
tions against Russia. He outlined the efforts 
of Ukrainian News both in terms of reporting 
(often directing questions on specific issues 
to politicians) and editorial comments, to 
urge a more pro-active role by the Canadian 
government. His comments were echoed 
by Roma Hadzewyez, who pointed to the 
work of The Ukrainian Weekly regarding the 
United States in that vein. 

Sunday program’s included a presenta- 
tion on the state of the Ukrainian language, 
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Edmonton Eparchy explores greater 
role for women in the Church 


Bishop David seeking input from Ukrainian Catholic women 


By Jayne L. Buryn, 
Communications Coordinator, 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy 
of Edmonton 

“For me it’s a natural,’ says 
Bishop David Motiuk, of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Ed- 
monton, about the greater involve- 
ment of lay people in the Church. 
“Over the last 30 years,” he wrote 
in a paper entitled Women and the 
Church, “the role of women in 
society and in the Church has ex- 
panded and intensified. The Second 
Vatican Council produced a differ- 
ent understanding of women.” 

Bishop David points out that 
women in the Eparchy have been 
taking on greater roles for some 
years now. He notes that the Ep- 
archy’s retired ecumenical officer 
was the first Ukrainian Catholic 
and first woman to be chair of 
the Edmonton and District Coun- 
cil of Churches. She was also the 
first representative of the Ukrain- 
ian Catholic Church in Canada at 
the Canadian Council of Catholic 


Churches. The chair of the Ep- 
archial Pastoral Council is also a 
woman, as are a number of parish 
pastoral council chairs and parish 
financial officers. 

The Second Vatican “Coun- 
cil Fathers in their Decree on the 
Apostolate of the Laity said: ‘Since 
in our days women are taking an 
increasingly active share in the 
whole of society, it is very import- 
ant that they participate more wide- 
ly also in the various fields of the 
Church’s apostolate’ (Apostolicam 
actuositatem, 9).” 

With the leadership of the Second 
Vatican Council in mind, in line 
with the 1990 Code of Canons of 
the Eastern Churches, and as part 
of the Eparchy’s 25 year Eparchial 
Pastoral Plan, Bishop David is call- 
ing on Ukrainian Catholic women 
to share with him their ideas about 
how they would like to develop in 
their work for the Church. 

Some women have expressed 
satisfaction with the roles they and 
their mothers and grandmothers 


have played in the Church until 
now, as caretakers of the traditions 
handed down over many genera- 
tions — looking after church decor, 
providing the catering for church 
gatherings, visitation and outreach, 
and other similar responsibilities. 

Those excited about expanded 
roles identified three key areas: 
developing and implementing cat- 
echesis programs for children and 
adults, Eucharistic ministry to the 
elderly and shut-ins, and deaconess 
responsibilities. 

To further involve the laity in 
church activities, later this year, the 
Eparchy hopes to provide grand- 
parents with the means to videotape 
messages explaining to their grand- 
children what their faith means to 
them. Parishes will also be asked to 
“walk for a few years with newly- 
married couples,” by periodically 
following up with them after the 
ceremony, providing support, and 
endeavouring to meet their evoly- 
ing needs as they become families 
within the parish. 


Ukrainian parliament passes judicial reforms 


(UkrNews)—Parliament in 
Ukraine has passed judicial re- 
forms that Western backers say are 
needed to fight corruption. 

The changes aim to curb influ- 
ence on the appointment of judges 
and limit their immunity in case of 
malpractice. 

An entrenched culture of brib- 
ery in the court system is seen as a 
key roadblock to Ukraine’s broader 
reform effort under a $17.5 billion 
International Monetary Fund bail- 
out program. 

The legislation was backed on 
June 2 by 335 lawmakers, 35 more 
than the required votes needed for 
changes to the constitution. 

“There is no more import- 
ant reform than judicial reform,” 
President Petro Poroshenko told 


parliament. “This is proof that the 
country is being reformed.” 

The legislation was opposed by 
some lawmakers, including the 
servicewoman Nadia Savchenko, 
who returned home the previous 
week after spending nearly two 
years in a Russian jail. 

Savchenko appealed to the par- 
liament to keep its hands off the 
constitution, “or else the country 
will blow up like a hand grenade.” 
She did not take part in the vote. 

“Today we have a historic op- 
portunity to carry out this judicial 
reform, to break the back of the 
current corrupt judicial system,” 
the head of the opposition Radical 
Party, Oleh Lyashko, said. 

One of the more important chan- 
ges involves the establishment of 


Svitlana Kadziela accepts her award from Mayor Don Iveson 


St. Michael’s volunteer 


receives Mayor’s Award 


(UkrNews)—Svitlana Kadziela of St. Michael’s Extended Care was 
one of the recipients of the Mayor’s Award presented by Edmonton May- 
or Don Iveson at a ceremony at City Hall, May 26. 

The awards honour those who make significant contributions to Ed- 
monton’s livability for all, and shine a spotlight on innovations in access- 
ibility. 

“Every year I am incredibly proud to present awards to Edmonton’s 
accessibility advocates and leaders,” said Mayor Don Iveson. “These 
Edmontonians’ determined spirit and capability to include all individ- 
uals, no matter the ability, is truly remarkable. Together we are building 
a more inclusive Edmonton.” 

The annual Mayor’s Awards are presented to recognize individuals, 
organizations and businesses in Edmonton who use creative methods to 
ensure the dignity and inclusion of persons with disabilities. 

Kadziela was the winner in the employer in unpaid employment or vol- 


an independent anticorruption and 
intellectual-property body within 
the next 12 months. 

The new system also sets up an 
independent panel for selecting 
judges based on their professional 
merits instead of their political or 
business ties. 

Poroshenko said more than 40 
percent of Ukraine’s current judges 
would not qualify under the new 
ethics system. 

In a joint statement, the EU’s for- 
eign policy chief, Federica Moghe- 
rini, and Enlargement Commis- 
sioner Johannes Hahn welcomed 


the adoption of the constitutional 


amendments and said they “look 


forward to the implementation of a 
comprehensive reform of the judi- 
ciary enabled by today’s vote.” 
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both here in North America and 
in Ukraine, by Stefan Genyk- 
Berezowsky of Toronto’s Forum 
TV. He reported that after the Mai- 
dan, the Ukrainian language ac- 
quired some prestige and people 
began to use it more often. How- 
ever, on the official level, the situa- 
tion is entirely different as there 
is по government support for the 
Ukrainian language. 

Berezowsky said the sad fact 
is that Ukrainian TV and radio 
promote Russification. Only 28 
percent of TV broadcasts during 
prime time are in Ukrainian; on 
radio, only 3.4 percent of the songs 
played are in the Ukrainian lan- 
guage. 

The situation in print journalism 
is not rosy either, with the num- 
ber of Ukrainian publications de- 
clining. As regards book publish- 
ing, most of the Ukrainian books 
printed are textbooks, and there 
are many more Russian-language 
books imported into Ukraine than 
the number of Ukrainian books 
published in the country. 

The speaker went on to com- 
ment on the state of the Ukrainian 


language itself, pointing out that 
it has become popular to use Eng- 
lish terms in Ukrainian even when 
there are appropriate Ukrainian 
words (e.g. handmade, due date, 
background). In addition, he cited 
statistics on the use of the Ukrain- 
ian language in everyday life. He 
concluded his remarks by under- 
lining that the Ukrainian language 
must be supported and defended. 
The final session of the confer- 
ence was devoted to the election 
of officers and discussion of plans 
for the UJNA. Recommendations 
included: having UJNA member- 
ship cards; holding meetings via 
Skype when the situation warrants; 
continuing the UJNA group page 
on Facebook (which is for mem- 
bers only) and encouraging others 
to sign on. Conference participants 
agreed that the next conference 
of Ukrainian Journalists of North 
America will be planned for May 
2018, possibly in the Chicago area. 
At the conclusion of the business 
session, the outgoing president, 
Hadzewycz, thanked Self Reliance 
New York Federal Credit Union 
for once again being the principal 
sponsor of the journalists’ confer- 
ence, noting its longstanding sup- 


port of myriad Ukrainian commun- 
ity organizations and projects. 

She also thanked four other 
credit unions — Self Reliance (NJ) 
Federal Credit Union, Ukrainian 
Selfreliance Federal Credit Union, 
SUMA Federal Credit Union and 
Selfreliance Ukrainian American 
Federal Credit Union — for spon- 
soring individual conference ses- 
sions 

Throughout the three days they 
were together for their conference, 
the journalists discussed а уаг- 
iety of topics that concern them, 
their media outlets, the Ukrainian 
community in North America and 
Ukraine. In fact, some of the most 
interesting and fruitful discussions 
occurred during the informal get- 
togethers in the evenings, such as 
the Friday social gathering in Soy- 
uzivka’s Main House lobby, and at 
mealtimes. 

For information about the UJNA, 
readers may contact: Jurij Klufas, 
c/o Kontakt Ukrainian TV Net- 
work, 145 Evans Ave., Suite 210 
Toronto, ON, M8Z 5X8; or Roma 
Hadzewycz, c/o Svoboda and The 
Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, 
Parsippany, NJ 07054, staff@ukr- 
weekly.com. 


unteer category. 

The Mayor’s Awards ceremony is presented by the Accessibility Ad- 
visory Committee (formerly the Advisory Board on Services for Persons 
with Disabilities) to citizens who are working to remove barriers to make 
Edmonton an inclusive city. 


UN: Eastern Ukraine still ‘volatile’ 


(RFE/RL)—The situation in eastern Ukraine after two years of con- 
flict “remains volatile and continues to have a severe impact on human 
rights,” according to a new UN report. 

The latest report on Ukraine by the Office of the UN High Commis- 
sioner for Human Rights was issued on June 3. 

Its release follows a recent seven-day visit to the country by UN 
Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights Ivan Simonovic, who 
warned the “crisis is far from over.” 

“The increase in heavy weaponry near the contact line, and the hostil- 
ities around Avdiivka and Yasynutava, in the Donetsk region since early 
March, are all indicators that the crisis is far from over and should not 
fall off the radar of the international community,” said Simonovic. 

The report focused on the plight of the 2.7 million people living in 
armed group-controlled areas, saying they facing severe curtailing of 
their freedoms of expression, assembly and association, as well as tough 
living conditions. 

It also updated casualty figures for the conflict, saying some 9,371 
people have been killed and 21,532 others injured since fighting began 
in April 2014. 


U.S. to guarantee more Ukrainian loans 


(RFE/RL)—The United States has announced it has signed a major 
new loan guarantee with Ukraine aimed at helping Kyiv stabilize its 
weakened economy. 

The $1-billion commitment is the third of its kind issued by Washing- 
ton since a pro-EU revolution brought down Ukraine’s Russia-backed 
president in February 2014. 

The pledge is to provide Ukraine with more affordable access to inter- 
national capital markets and fill its gaping budget hole. з 

“The guarantee sends a strong signal of the United States’ continued 
support for Ukraine as it pursues reforms that fulfill the Ukrainian 
people’s aspirations for a prosperous and democratic future,” US Am- 
bassador Geoffrey Pyatt said in a statement on June 3. 
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